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Consequences of child poverty

• Likely to attend poor quality school
• Increased exposure to environmental toxins
• Less likely to have safe outdoor space to play 
• More likely to witness violence/have ACE’s
• More likely to remain poor/reduced economic 

mobility 
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The CPM, which is closely modeled on the Supplemental Pov
-
erty Measure (SPM), addresses the many weaknesses of the 
Official Poverty Measure (OPM). The OPM uses an outdated 
food-based formula for poverty thresholds, does not adjust for 
geographic differences in the cost of living, and considers only 
pre-tax cash income in its measure of family resources.
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The 
CPM, by contrast, sets poverty thresholds based on contem
-
porary spending patterns on a core basket of necessities and 
adjusts those thresholds for geographic differences in the cost 
of housing. It also includes an expanded definition of family 
resources that includes post-tax income and in-kind benefits, 
and excludes necessary expenditures such as medical costs 
and work and child care expenses. The CPM additionally takes 
into account major changes in family structure (e.g., the rise in 
cohabitation) that affect who should be included in resource-
sharing units for the purpose of measuring poverty






Geographic variability of child 
poverty
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Figure 1. Poverty among young children is highly variable, especially in coastal areas like Los Angeles County
SOURCE: Author calculations from the 2011–2014 California Poverty Measure.
NOTE: Poverty rates for young children age 0–5 for the local areas (PUMAs) in California are shown in quintiles. Black borders designate nine regions across the state. Local estimates that do not meet sample-size and/or margin-of-error criteria are not shown (see Technical Appendix A for details).
Website: http://www.ppic.org/publication/geography-of-child-poverty-in-california/
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Housing burden
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Figure 5. Rates of housing burden vary considerably across the state, even within regions
SOURCE: Author calculations from the 2011–2014 California Poverty Measure.
NOTE: The percentage of poor families with children age 0–5 who are housing burdened for each local area (PUMA) are shown in quintiles. Black borders designate nine regions across the state. Local areas are suppressed if they do not meet the sample-size and/or margin-of-error criteria (see Technical Appendix A). PPIC’s online interactive tool provides further detail on rates of housing burden across the state.
http://www.ppic.org/publication/geography-of-child-poverty-in-california/

Can go to Marin County and find extreme poverty.




Living wage

Demographic Living wage (est. 2022)

1 adult $12.87

1 adult, 1 child $26.93

2 adults, 2 kids $17.08



Living Wage

County 1 adult, 2 children

Lassen $30.38

Tulare $30.09

Riverside $32.22

San Mateo $44.19

San Luis Obispo $32.96

San Diego $35.80



Variability of child poverty across 
demographics
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Figure 2. Young children in some demographic groups are much more likely to be poor
SOURCE: Author calculations from the 2011–2014 California Poverty Measure.
NOTES: Statewide poverty rates for young children age 0–5 calculated within the given demographic subgroup.
Web: http://www.ppic.org/publication/geography-of-child-poverty-in-california/



Deep poverty: 
gender, race, immigration
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Original figure title: CPM Poverty Rates by Gender, Race-Ethnicity, Immigration status, and Age: 2012

Citation: Wimer, Chris, et al. "Poverty and Deep Poverty in California." (2015).
Website: https://web.stanford.edu/group/scspi/poverty/cpm/CPM_Brief_Poverty-Deep-Poverty.pdf

Deep poverty=families with incomes less than half of the poverty threshold




Deep poverty: 
education, employment, family
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Original title: CPM Poverty Rates by Education, Employment, and Family Structure: 2012

Website: https://web.stanford.edu/group/scspi/poverty/cpm/CPM_Brief_Poverty-Deep-Poverty.pdf
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Safety net impacts

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Figure 6. Safety net resources have the greatest impact in inland and northern regions
SOURCE: Author calculations from the 2011–2014 California Poverty Measure.
NOTES: Change in poverty rate for young children age 0–5, if family resources excluded CalFresh, CalWORKs, EITC, CTC, GA, SSI, school meals, WIC, and housing subsidies.
http://www.ppic.org/publication/geography-of-child-poverty-in-california/








Child poverty and 
access to resources
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Table 2. Poor young children’s access to safety net resources varies across California
SOURCE: Author calculations from the 2011–2014 California Poverty Measure.
NOTES: Regions listed north to south. Table shows usage among poor families with young children age 0–5.
http://www.ppic.org/publication/geography-of-child-poverty-in-california/



In summary

• Poverty is persistently high and structurally 
embedded

• Poverty has very bad consequences for kids
• Poverty is unevenly distributed geographically 

& demographically (zip code is, often, destiny)
• Safety net programs reduce poverty, but are 

underfunded and underutilized
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