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My name is Theresa Becchetti and I am the Livestock and Natural Resource Advisor for 

Stanislaus and San Joaquin Counties. My connection to this digital storytelling project is through my 

colleague Holly George, Livestock & Natural Resource Advisor 

for Plumas-Sierra Counties. I am located in a more populous 

area of the state, but we share similar pressures of 

development on rangelands from housing, transportation 

(proposed freeway and high speed rail) and other agricultural 

crops. The two counties I work in are primarily valley counties - 

irrigated crops, vegetables, trees, vines and pasture mixed 

with urban on the valley floor, and rangelands on the east side 

of the county heading into the foothills and mountains 

(Eastside) and west of I-5 heading into the Diablo and Coast 

Ranges (Westside).   

My audience related to the storytellers, being 
that they were a personable group of 

ranchers/landowners with similar issues 
(development pressures and generations of 

ranching on the same land). 

During development of the Passion for the Land 

stories, I heard bits and pieces about the digital story 

production process. I was impressed with the final collection of 

stories and wanted to share them with my clientele to see if 

they’d be interested in doing something similar to ‘get their stories out’ to more people. Some of the 

Passion for the Land stories were presented at my Westside Rancher’s Meeting. At the Oakdale 

Livestock Forum, my Eastside Rancher’s meeting, the entire digital storytelling process was presented 

in addition to featuring stories (Preserving for Future, The Next Hundred Years, and A View From the 

Barn).  I shared some of the stories with my Westside ranchers at a later meeting with the focus of 

sharing the technology with ranchers and landowners as a possibility of developing their own stories, so 

discussion was based on interest of replicating the effort.  The overall discussion was positive and the 

audience was impressed with the format as well as the stories that were shared.  My audience related 

to the storytellers, being that they were a personable 

group of ranchers/landowners with similar issues 

(development pressures and generations of ranching 

on the same land). 

http://cestanislaus.ucdavis.edu/
http://cestanislaus.ucdavis.edu/
http://ucce-plumas-sierra.ucdavis.edu/
http://ucce-plumas-sierra.ucdavis.edu/
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My Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) colleague and I have been wanting to 

capture the stories of the ranchers on the Westside for many years since they are such a small group of 

ranchers compared to the Eastside; there are different pressures of development on the Westside with 

its proximity to the Bay Area, Interstate 5 and the Modesto area. Three pressures that continually are 

mentioned include another multiple lane highway connecting San Jose with Patterson area, a high 

speed railway connecting the Bay Area with the Valley, and a hiking trail that will go through the area 

from south to north.  We felt the Westside would give us a small, distinct group of ranchers to work with 

that have been in the area for multiple generations, allowing us to pull from their histories to set the 

stage for their stories.  I am working to partner with the Oakdale Cowboy Museum that also has interest 

in capturing rancher history via video. 

From my perspective, the Passion for the Land stories have been developed in way that little if 

any, information is needed upfront. The story tellers told their stories in a very personal way that can 

help bridge any gaps in common ground. For instance, Lacey Maddalena opens up in a very personal 

way that brought tears to my eyes the first time I saw her story, which made me pay more attention to 

what she way saying. She described where she WAS going, where she is going NOW that life has 

changed, and her desire to see her way of life preserved for future generations. Most people can relate 

to that in some way, even if they have never set foot on a ranch. That personal touch can transcend 

differences and allow the person viewing the story to relate and really listen with an open mind to the 

story being told.  

Any story a person wants to tell can be successfully woven using digital stories. The use of 

photographs aids in helping to bring the history forward and preserve it for the future. Grandparents can 

highlight family histories to share with grandchildren and future generations. Landowners can share 

their stewardship of the land. The possibilities of use can only be limited by end user’s creativity and 

ability to tell a story through photographs and words. 

Digital stories can be a powerful tool to share your story through pictures and words in a very 

short time period. Today so many things compete for a person’s time and attention. Being able to 

succinctly tell a story in a manner that can capture the audience’s attention is important in being able to 

have your unique story heard. 
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