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As a Program Manager at the Sierra Nevada Conservancy, I have had several 

opportunities to learn from and share the thoughtful stories 

included in Passion for the Land.  These vignettes reveal 

the simple reasons why it is so important to California 

Citizens to conserve the breadth of natural, cultural, and 

historic resources that shape our state.  They help to 

connect all of us, regardless of where we live, to the 

sources of our water, clean air, wildlife, food, and 

recreational opportunities. I am often asked to explain the 

types of work or projects the Conservancy is involved in, 

which usually result in long complicated explanations of 

state government, public funding, governance structures, 

etc., but they don’t tell the real story of how the 

Conservancy contributes to the Sierra Nevada Region.  

Encouraging people to experience the stories on Passion 

for the Land is a much better way to convey a more 

meaningful understanding of a portion of what the 

Conservancy is trying to conserve.   

 I consider myself lucky to know many of the people who tell these stories and I’ve 

walked with them on the lands they steward.  It doesn’t take long for anybody to realize the 

immediate connection between these open spaces and the vital role they play as the upper-

watershed to the state.  I wish everyone could have that experience.  Passion for the Land is a 

virtual walk with real people who are keeping the western pioneer spirit alive and caring for 

resources that belong to us all. 

 
“Encouraging people to experience the stories on Passion 

for the Land is a much better way to convey a more 
meaningful understanding of a portion of what the 

Conservancy is trying to conserve.” 
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“We have used these stories to help us tell our story, and 
spread the message of how important the Sierra Nevada 
Region is to the State of California. “  

“The messages contained in this project 
transcend political boundaries because they highlight 

values held dear by most human beings and they are told 
by a diverse collection of personalities.”  

With the help of partners throughout the Sierra Nevada, we have helped to share the 

stories included in Passion for the 

Land with all of our staff, board 

members, state legislators, local 

elected officials, and citizens 

attending Conservancy sponsored 

events throughout the region.  We 

have used these stories to help us 

tell our story, and spread the 

message of how important the Sierra Nevada Region is to the State of California.  So many of 

the state’s natural resources and treasures come from or originate in the Sierra Nevada, and 

so few people seem to make the connection.  Understanding the reasons why conserving 

these landscapes is beneficial to the public is the first step to understanding why public 

investments have, and should continue to be made in these areas.  The stories and 

photographs in this production, specifically, Water Worries by Cindy Maddalena and Blue Gold 

by Gia Martynn, go a long way towards achieving that basic understanding.  The messages 

contained in this project transcend political boundaries because they highlight values held dear 

by most human beings and they are told by a diverse collection of personalities.   

 I will continue to actively share these stories as a means to respectfully educate so 

many who haven’t yet been exposed to the wonders of the region.   
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