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CONTRIBUTING TO CHANGE 

 
Carol Dobbas (Sattley, CA) 

OCCUPATION:   

 Sierra Valley - Cow/calf producer & 
forage hay production  

 Executive Director - Upper Feather 
River Watershed (UFRW) Group  

CONTACT INFO: 

 UFRW Group 
http://www.ufrwg.org/index.html 

My name is Carol Dobbas and I have been a part of Sierra Valley ranching for the past 

35 years. Currently, I am a cow-calf and forage hay producer 

with my husband, as well as the Executive Director of the 

Upper Feather River Watershed Group; a local coalition 

representing ranchers and landowners to comply with the 

Regional Water Quality Control Board’s Irrigated Lands 

Regulatory Program. I’m also a member of the Plumas-

Sierra Cattlemen’s Association, California Cattlemen’s 

Association, and Plumas-Sierra Cattlewomen. I became 

involved with Passion for the Land as a storyteller to share 

the story of water regulatory challenges faced by ranchers 

in the Upper Feather River Watershed area in hopes that 

decision makers, regulators, and local residents might be 

more aware of the issues.   

All of the stories were shared with the local 

Planning Commission at the beginning of the General Plan 

Update process to help stress the importance of local 

agriculture…we now have an Agriculture Element…that we didn’t have before.  The water 

stories: Water Worries, Chasing Water, and Blue Gold were shown at several statewide events 

focused on water and triggered conversations that may not have occurred otherwise.  

“This type of storytelling brings real people into the issues, far 
more than just a written media can provide. It creates new 
friendships and partners among storytellers and the many 
audiences that hear them. It solidifies the bonds within the 

ranch community as well.” 

The hope is that viewers learned more about the challenges and contributions of 

ranching communities in the Sierra Nevada and the Upper Feather River area.  With a desired 

outcome of modifications in state requirements so that regulatory programs are appropriate for 

actual water quality concerns 

within each diverse watershed 

of the Central Valley Region.  

Upper watershed agriculture is 

http://www.ufrwg.org/
http://www.swrcb.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/agriculture/
http://www.swrcb.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/agriculture/
http://www.calcattlemen.org/
http://www.calcattlemen.org/
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limited to seasonal and geographic characteristics and generally consists of pasture and 

forage crops which pose minimal water quality threats. The goal of my story was to bring 

attention to this important fact and influence development of future water quality regulations to 

address these clear differences.  

Through the process I was surprised to learn that even in our rural counties many of our 

neighbors are unaware of the challenges faced by farmers and ranchers.  Some conservation 

and resource groups with a stated mission to assist agriculture are also not familiar with the 

countless regulatory obstacles confronting the local agriculture community and ranch families.  

Concerns about various water issues have united producers and government officials in 

Plumas and Sierra counties as they strive to support and assist the local ranch communities 

who also steward many of the open spaces and habitat that make our region unique.  All of us 

rely upon water resources to sustain not only their family businesses but these additional 

services to the counties and mountain valleys as well. 

I am very grateful that I was able to participate in the Passion for the Land project with 

other local storytellers and am optimistic these stories will help ensure that the future of our 

ranch heritage and all the benefits that ranch lands provide to our region are protected for 

years to come. 

This type of storytelling brings real people into the issues, far more than what the written 

media can provide.  It creates new friendships and partners among storytellers and the 

audiences who hear them.  It solidifies the bonds within the ranch community as well. 

 

 
“Hopefully these stories will help ensure 

that the future of our ranch heritage and all 
the benefits that ranch lands provide to our 

region are protected for years to come.” 
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