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CONTACT INFO: 

 California Rangeland Trust 
http://www.rangelandtrust.org/ 

I am a rancher in Livermore, California with strong business ties in Sierra Valley.  I am 

also a founding director of the California Rangeland Trust (CRT) which was established by the 

California Cattlemen’s Association.  The board members 

of this land trust are ranchers who work with landowners 

and funding organizations and agencies to permanently 

protect working ranches across the state. 

 The personal stories in the Passion for the Land 

series are an important and effective tool to explain 

stewardship of natural resources on private ranches in 

the voices of the people working the land and help us 

promote conservation projects to partners.  

“The personal stories in the Passion for the Land 
series are an important and effective tool to 
explain stewardship of natural resources on 
private ranches in the voices of the people 

working the land and help us promote 
conservation projects to partners.” 

I strongly believe that the Goodwin and Maddalena 

family stories, produced by the families themselves, were 

critical to successfully completing conservation 

easements on these two ranches.  In late 2010, CRT and 

the Goodwin family closed a 4,000 acre easement in 

Clover Valley, and another one is in process.  In early 

2011, the Maddalena Ranch easement in Sierraville on 750 acres closed.  Both ranches are 

protected from future development and will remain in ranching as the families planned. I 

personally forwarded the Passion for the Land stories to the CRT staff and directors and to the 

projects’ funders. The stories (Preserving for the Future and Water Worries) introduced the 

Goodwin and Maddalena families and Sierra Valley to them in a very personal and compelling 

way. This accelerated familiarity and 

confidence in the families and their easement 

projects, as well as relationships with the 

families.   

http://www.rangelandtrust.org/
http://www.calcattlemen.org/
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The CRT website’s home page posts the link to Passion for the Land.  By linking the 

Passion for the Land stories with CRT media (websites - Sierra Valley Ranch Secures Its 

Future, newsletter, and press releases) when the projects were completed, we expanded the 

outreach and opportunities to promote the goals of our conservation partners. The Rangeland 

Trust’s support of ranchers in the Valley will serve to assist more landowners who want to 

protect the future of their ranches.  

  
“Passion for the Land is a catalyst for improved understanding and a 

stimulus for implementing conservation projects not only in Sierra 
Valley but across the West.  I will continue to refer to these because 

they’re genuine, illustrative and compelling stories about conservation 
to sustain working lands.” 

 

 

 

In a similar way, some of the other stories could be used anywhere to provide a 

landowner’s or a stakeholder’s perspective on natural resources and expand the dialogue 

around specific projects or policies.  For example, the story about monitoring the Feather River 

clearly demonstrates ranchers’ willingness and interest to learn about their ranch’s water 

quality, which could be used in a public hearing about how monitoring is done and to introduce 

rancher speakers.  It could also be shown to a high school or college class to explain the 

technical and social issues of water quality monitoring on ranches as well as how the Upper 

Feather River Watershed Group and Sacramento water coalition operate. 

 Passion for the Land is a catalyst for improved understanding and a stimulus for 

implementing conservation projects not only in Sierra Valley but across the West.  I will 

continue to refer to these because they’re genuine, illustrative and compelling stories about 

conservation to sustain working lands.   
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