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My name is Gia Martynn.  I have worked as the Watershed Coordinator for the Feather 

River Coordinated Resources Management (FRCRM) group 

since 2005.  I was asked to participate in the Passion for 

the Land: Personal Stories from the Sierra Valley because 

of my work in the Feather River Watershed, which includes 

part of Sierra Valley.   

The Feather River CRM, like a busy beaver family, 

has restored the hydrologic function of over 3,500 acres of 

meadow and 35 miles of stream channels in the Upper 

Feather River Watershed.   As the Watershed Coordinator 

of an organization that has worked twenty-five years strong 

to improve water quality in the headwaters of the California 

State Water Project, my story tells about our most precious 

resource water.  The real hidden treasure of the Sierras, 

“Blue Gold” (make it hotlink) flows through these mountains 

providing water to millions of California residents.  My 

message was for all California residents to know and 

acknowledge the true value of their water.  Not to squander 

this vital resource… but help protect, restore, and conserve it, as it is the thread that binds our 

livelihoods.   

 
“The most important message that viewers gleaned from 
the storytellers was that they are ordinary, hard working 

people like themselves, whose livelihood depends on the 
land and the myriad of things that can affect that land.” 

I have shared some or all of the Passion for the Land stories with other natural resource 

organizations, local college and high 

school students, and community 

members.  Each showing focused on 

educating viewers of local agricultural 

landowner issues.  Most discussions 

following story viewing revolved around 
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the making of the stories themselves, their effectiveness in relaying information, and those that 

made the biggest impression.  The most important message that viewers gleaned from the 

storytellers was that they are ordinary, hard working people like themselves, whose livelihood 

depends on the land and the myriad of things that can affect that land.  What I learned from the 

audience was that many didn’t grasp the complexity of issues that face agricultural 

landowners.  In addition, I observed that stories that shared an intimate personal message, 

such as Lacey Maddelena’s “The Next Hundred Years” made an emotional connection that 

resulted in a lasting impression.   

Important background information to share before viewing the stories should include the 

willingness of these landowners to share their personal stories, including the time and effort 

involved to complete the project.  This lends some credibility to the sincerity of the stories and 

the storyteller’s “passion” for their land and livelihood. 

  
“Creating stories about CRM restoration projects and 
landowner’s restoration experiences could be a useful 
communication tool in educating potential partners and 

property owners interested in watershed restoration work.” 

 

 

 

I think digital storytelling technology has great potential to share information, especially 

in an electronic media driven society.  The technology offers a simple yet effective means for 

personalizing and relaying essential information on current issues.  As the Feather River CRM 

Watershed Coordinator I have a variety of opportunities for using digital stories.  Creating 

stories about CRM restoration projects and landowner’s restoration experiences could be a 

useful communication tool in educating potential partners and property owners interested in 

watershed restoration work.  Other ways I may use digital stories in the future include outreach 

for our watershed education program, such as stories that share information on water quality 

or tell the story of where and how Feather River water is used.   
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