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 4.GENERATING A SCRIPT 

Scripts are the foundation of the digital storytelling format. The digital story production 
process begins with producing a script and then finding images that support the ideas 
and emotions in the written story. Usually, the hardest part of scriptwriting is just getting 
started.  It’s hard to stare at a blank page! Below are some quick, fun, and collaborative 
ways to generate script ideas.   

☺ Free writing 

Come up with a topic or experience you are interested in making a digital story about. 
Sit yourself down and write about this topic/experience for a given period of time, say 5 
– 10 minutes, without stopping. Don’t worry about grammar, spelling, or writing 
complete sentences.  Let your mind go wherever it wants and be open to shifting 
directions. The idea here is to keep writing and get down on paper whatever comes 
up—brilliant, loony, stream-of-conscious, or all of the above!     

If you are working alone, when your time is up, re-read what you’ve written and 1) Circle 
ideas and phrases stand out to, 2) Consider where your interests went, and 3) Make an 
outline of the topic based on ideas or phrases you’ve noted, your observations and 
feelings about the content, and whatever else you’ve discovered in this process. 

If you are in a group setting, team up with someone and read them your writing, asking 
your partner to note ideas and phrases that were most vivid or compelling.   When you 
are done, talk with your team member about what they noted and together discuss 
where you might take this story and how.  Then switch roles and give your partner 
feedback. 

☺ Letter Writing 

It’s often easier to write to others than to write for ourselves.  Think of a friend or family 
member who you’d like to communicate with and identify a topic you’d like to write a 
story about.  Then write to that friend or family member about your topic.   Write for as 
long as you want, aiming for a couple of pages.   Don’t worry about making an outline 
for your letter or paying attention to grammar or spelling—just let your ideas flow and 
allow different paragraphs to discuss or describe different points of your topic. 

If you are working alone, when you are done get up and do something else for a few 
minutes—get a drink of water, take a walk, return a phone call.   Then come back with 
fresh eyes and reread your letter, paying attention to the parts that you really like or that 
move you in some way.   From this first, longer draft, make an outline of how you might 
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rework it—what you’d add and what you’d cut! 

If you are in a group setting, team up with someone and read them your letter, asking 
your partner to note ideas, phrases, or sections that were most vivid or compelling.   
When you are done, talk with your team member about what they noted and together 
discuss where you might take this 

☺ Index Cards & Writing Prompts  

A 4 x 6 Index Card might be less intimidating that the sheets of paper or blank computer 
screen used in the above exercises.   And it also might be easier to be given something 
to write about then to come up with a topic.   In that case, grab a blank index card, sit 
down, and spend 10 minutes filling the card with whatever ideas come up in response to 
writing prompt.  Here are a few you might try: 

 I come from a place where… 
 The place I live is… 
 What I love and can’t stand about… 
 There are decisive moments when the direction of our lives change.  For me that 

moment was when…. 
 When I drive through (name of your hometown, special place, or work area)…. 
 Agriculture (or your field of work) means… 
 When I look back at my life, I’m surprised that… 

 
If you are doing a digital storytelling project with a group focused on a particular topic—
sustainability, water policy, resource management, rural culture, etc—you might try 
brainstorming prompts as a group to make the writing exercise more relevant and 
provocative. 

After writing and if you are working alone, when you are done review what you’ve 
written on the index card and 1) Circle ideas and phrases stand out to you, 2) Consider 
what parts of your writing you might keep and develop a story about, and 3) Make an 
outline of a story topic based on your observations and whatever else you’ve discovered 
in this process. 

If you are in a group setting, team up with someone and read them index card writings, 
asking your partner to note ideas, phrases, or sections that were most vivid or 
compelling.   When you are done, talk with your team member about what they noted 
and together discuss what ideas might go into you story script and brainstorm an order 
for your ideas.  Then switch roles and give your partner feedback. 
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