
 

 

Appendix B – Passion for the Land Written Scripts 

 Is Sustainable Attainable 

 Water Worries 

 Passing It On 

 Keeping People on the Land 

 Chasing Water 

 Future Farmers of America 

 Just A Farmer 

 Unforeseen Consequences 

 Blue Gold 

 Preserving for the Future 

 The Next Hundred Years 

 A View for the Barn 

 

 

 



 
 

Can a small, High Sierra, farmer sustain his family farm in this 
day and age? Or is it just “Suicide with a Butter Knife!” 
 

My grandfather came to Plumas County in 1907 from Italy, with 
a dream to be a cattle rancher and a farmer. He bought his first 
800 acre ranch along the Middle Fork of the Feather River in           
Beckwourth, California for $1 per acre. His family got through the 
Great Depression, the boys survived WWII, and after it was all 
said and done he had accumulated over 3,500 acres by 1945. 
 

But times were changing. By 1978, industrial farming was taking over, and the family ranches were           
disappearing in Sierra Valley. In 1989 my uncle called me fully exhausted, “Do you want to buy the last 
65 acres of the farm?” I thought about my childhood growing up in a hardworking Italian family, working 
every day after school and on weekends at my family’s flower farm in San Jose, California. My parents 
would say, “You better get good grades and go to college or else you’ll be pulling weeds the rest of your 
life!” 
 

Did I want to go back to that? I had a successful 17 year career in Parks and Recreation, and did I want 
to give all that up for an unknown future? To me, it was a no brainer…SOLD to Gary Romano;           
OCCUPATION:  FARMER. 
 

The old ways of farming were gone. Sierra Valley has one of the shortest growing seasons in the West. 
Why it’s said by the old-timers, “All we have in Sierra Valley is July 
and winter.” I had to diversify our operation to make a living. Going 
organic was the niche for us. In addition, my wife Kim & I had to add 
other farming ventures to sustain the farm. Doing farm tours,        
Dinners in the Barn, on-farm Farmers Market, and running a Native 
plant nursery.  We even went as far as coming up with an organic 
Bloody Mary Mix. That’s what long winters do to a farmer in Sierra 
Valley. 
 

It’s been 20 years, “Robbing Peter to Pay Paul” and extending ourselves annually. It’s a constant      
challenge for small family farms, unlike large industrial farms, there are no subsidies for small farmers.   
How long can I go on like this?  Or am I just prolonging the inevitable….selling the family farm? It would 
be the last crop I’ll ever sell! 
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I bought the farm to carry on my family’s farming heritage here in    
Sierra Valley, realizing that in order to survive as a small farmer “I 
couldn’t put all my eggs in one basket.” With this in mind….I ask 
our local politicians and policy makers to  “Remember that Asphalt 
and Concrete can not be used as a Cover Crop, and that all land 
left fallow or as open space can always be farmed…and that      
asphalt and concrete is a one-time crop that can’t be reversed.” 
 
 

In the end…sustainability comes from the heart of the farmer. My passion to continue farming comes from 
within. To THIS farmer, being Sustainable is Always Attainable. 
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My father, Joe Goss, came to Sierra Valley in 1923 to work as a chore 
boy on Frank Humphrey’s ranch. My family bought into the ranch in 
1948, and have worked it ever since. 
 

When our youngest son, Jere, was in kindergarten he invited the class 
to our ranch for a field day. At that time we still milked a cow for the 
house, so I let each child milk a squirt or two. They also got to gather 
eggs from the chicken coop. It surprised us how many of the children 

from a rural town didn’t know where eggs and milk came from. 
 

My wife Doris then showed them our baby lambs and how she vaccinated them. She also        
demonstrated how her border collie helped her round up the sheep. After the demonstrations the    
children sat in the apple orchard and had their sack lunches and sampled fresh cow milk. 
 

That’s how Ranch Days got started.  For 35 years we’ve put on this event for the fourth grade class 
from Portola and the third and fourth grade classes from Loyalton.  Every May about one hundred kids 
from each school spend half a day with us learning about ranch work.  And for the past few summers, 
we’ve organized a Ranch Day for    low-income children from Reno. 
 

Ranch Days has grown over time so now the Plumas Sierra Cattle Woman’s Association help us staff 
the event.   We have 5  demonstration stations that show children the many different things we do to 
take care of our animals.  They get a chance experience life on a ranch and learn about the        
by-products of beef and what they are used for in our lives. 
 

The part children love the best is when I take them for a wagon 
ride with my team of draft horses. We drive through a group of 
cattle, and I show them the different breeds we have, the actual 
brands on the cows, and explain the identification on the ear 
tags. I tell them about the annual cycle on our ranch: how we 
feed hay to cattle through the winter, start calving in the spring, 
irrigate meadows just before summer, and then brand calves 
and take them to a summer range.  I explain how in July we put 
up hay for the winter and then in October the calves are 
weaned and sold. 
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This is my wife and my way to expose youth to ranch life. Most people nowadays are 3-4 generations 
away from production agriculture. They don’t always understand that the meat in Safeway comes from 
the cows out here.  The more they know about where their food comes from the more informed they 
will be when the go to the ballot box to vote on policies that affect our way of life.  Farmers are the    
minority now so we have to educate our legislators and the general public so that they understand our 
operations and our needs. 

 
At my 50th high school reunion, one of my classmates made a 
point of thanking me for holding Ranch Days. Both his     
daughters and granddaughters attended and still remember 
the experience. It’s very gratifying to know we’re helping to 
build a solid future for agriculture by bringing youth out to our 
ranch. 
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Up in the High Sierra, not far from Reno and Truckee is a hidden 
treasure. As the local Farm Advisor for University of California      
Cooperative Extension, I’ve had the honor to interact with the      
amazing, hardworking and fun-loving people of Sierra Valley for 
over twenty years. The people in agriculture are the golden 
threads that hold the fabric of our rural communities together. 
But, we’re at risk of losing these gems…if we don’t stop the 
piecemeal erosion of our agricultural land base and the      

continuous whittling of  farmers and ranchers rights to produce food and fiber, care for the land and 
make a decent living. We need to consider people as a key component in our economic development 
and land use planning efforts. 
 

Most of us don’t think about our connection to Ag and all the things the land and the people who work it 
provide. The food you eat and the clothes you pull out of your closet come from agriculture. They    
supply things that most of us take for granted--like amazing habitat for wildlife,  tons of recreational    
opportunities, a place for rivers to spread out and reduce flooding, plus breathtaking views that are    
enjoyed by locals and  visitors. The public pays little for these amenities and in most cases doesn’t 
know that private landowners are responsible for them, stewarding them at their own expense. But 
people in Ag face increasing costly regulations, narrow profit margins and the impacts of unpredictable 
weather.  We have no control over the weather; but  if we truly 
value the rural character of our counties then we need to    
figure ways to make it economically viable for these  people to 
stay on the land.  Otherwise, they leave and what do we get? 
Ranchettes with absentee gentleman ranchers, resort         
developments populated part time, and more golf courses.  
Pasturelands aren’t placeholders for development. Absentee 
landowners can add to our communities; but rarely are they 
the foundation and they don’t usually coach soccer, organize 
school functions or serve on the volunteer fire department. Too often, ranchettes become  weedettes. 
 

We continue to enact cumbersome legislation and pile on expensive one-size fits all regulations  often 
in the name of sustainability or protecting the environment, with little or no regard for the people.    
People are key to Ag sustainability and keeping them on the land is as important as saving plants and 
animal or fighting invasive species. 
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I think agriculture sustainability is a shared responsibility. Farmers and ranchers must practice good 
stewardship.  People who vote and donate money need to become better educated about the impacts 
their decisions have on the people as well as our resources. Policy makers must value the part people 
play in our communities and then work towards creating ‘win-win’ solutions to ensure they and the 
lands they watch over will be here for all of us to enjoy for years to come. 
 

The people in agriculture, the lands they work, and our livelihoods 
are undeniably linked. 
 

I think, “Our greatest responsibility is to be good ancestors.” We 
need realistic policies that acknowledge the contributions the   
people in Ag make on the land and in our neighborhoods verses 
creating more restrictive regulations forcing them from the land 
and destroying the rural quality of our counties. Get to know these 
people, invest your money in conservation easements of working 

lands, and cast your votes to support  viable local Ag production and processing practices. 
 

In the big picture, WE…landowners, policy makers and voters…are temporary ‘caretakers’ of the land. 
As you think about your legacy, remember people are part of the sustainability equation.                
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I moved to Sierra Valley in 1977 after graduating from the University of Idaho.  
My first impression of this beautiful alpine valley, surrounded by forest lands 
and fed by mountain creeks was: THIS IS God’s Country. 
 

Sierra Valley hasn’t changed much since those first years, thanks to the     
commitment of local ranch families and town residents.  So in 2004, when talk 
about an agricultural water regulatory program started; it was hard to believe 
we really needed such a thing.  Here we are, as close to the source of pristine 
water as anyone in the state. 
 

Statewide, Regional Water Boards began to require all irrigated Ag producers, like my husband and I, 
to comply with and pay for a regulatory program. Our region, the Central Valley Region is the largest. 
It stretches from Modoc County on the Oregon border down Kern County at the southern end.      
However, most of the focus, is on central valley Ag production issues; and the  regulatory program 
tends to be developed, around those concerns; and then enforced across the entire region in areas 
that don’t   necessarily have the same problems. 
 

Most of us here in Sierra Valley were convinced, that with some initial monitoring, we could show, that 
water here is clean. And, that cattle grazing and hay production, in these mountain watersheds, has 
little to no impact on state waters; making strong regulatory intervention not  really necessary. 
 

So we formed the Upper Feather River Watershed Group, and I 
stepped up to serve as the Executive Director.  Our goal is to 
provide a peer group to help share knowledge and involve as 
many local ranchers in this “water quality thing”. So now I am  
involved at several levels: as a lifetime cattle rancher who relies 
on water for grass and hay production, as part of the water  
monitoring team, and as a representative for the group at the 
greater coalition regional meetings.  
 

Working with the ranchers to collect samples from the creeks that supply our surface irrigation  water; 
has given me a chance to visit with more of my neighbors; and I am encouraged by their own desires 
to take care of this  resource.  
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I remember one cold blustery spring day; we met up with a rancher to locate some sampling sites on 
his place.  Driving along on our ATVs, this rancher, with his two dogs clinging to the back basket; 
was obviously more  accustomed, to high speed maneuvers across boggy fields and very          
questionable ditch crossings, than our monitoring team.  He led us to find 3 ideal sampling sites on 
his 10,000 acre ranch. You have to give these guys credit, for stepping up to the plate; and  giving 
the monitoring team and university folks access to their private property. Each one has seemed 
genuinely interested in cooperating, as we study how water quality might be affected by grazing 
lands here in Sierra Valley.   
 

I have learned a lot by attending the many meetings and workshops; and also from working with the 
dedicated university people who have come to our area to help conduct the research we need to 
support our efforts.  I would like to think they might have 
learned something from my rancher  perspective as well.  In 
fact, we rely on this shared exchange and research to pro-
vide data that will demonstrate that grazing management 
practices and water quality efforts are compatible.  
 

As Ag producers, we realize that water issues have become 
one of the most important challenges facing agriculture to-
day, especially here in highly populated  California. Our task 
is to convince decision makers, and the general public as well, that water used in Ag Production, is 
as important as water for residential & recreational uses.  Agriculture needs water and people need 
agriculture. I am hopeful that we can  modify the current regulatory program, so that dollars that now 
leave our community can stay here for local water quality projects. Then we will be on the right track. 
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As a high school teacher for more than 30 years, I have taught the Future Farmers of 
America creed to countless numbers of students. The creed begins, “I believe in the 
future of agriculture with a faith born not of words, but of deeds….” 
 

Our valley has a long tradition of agricultural youth involvement. They exhibit          
livestock, grow gardens, work on farms and ranches and do greenhouse work. 
Whether we’re talking about a young man who grew up on a ranch and is the fourth or 
fifth generation on that ranch, or the young lady from Sierra Brooks who took that first 
lamb to the fair in high school – these are the folks who are gaining an understanding 
of agriculture and will carry on the “best traditions of our national life”. 
 

I have been blessed to have the opportunity to see “the light go on” with kids. When 
they see a lamb being born or that seed that they planted breaks through the potting 
soils as it germinates and they say, “Wow, this is cool!”  That appreciation will carry  

agriculture forward. Even if that young man or woman doesn’t go into the field of agriculture as a career, 
they still will be spokesmen in the community for our industry. 
 

Our kids are workers and businessmen. They can figure budgets and keep other financial records as 
they  develop their projects. They can market the “product of their toil”. And they help others. I am always 
amazed at the caring attitude of our kids, given everything we read in the media, especially. Kids really 
do care. Our youth are involved in food drives for the Sierra Valley Food Bank, coat drives for the needy 
and seed drives for the Philippines. They help with roadside cleanup, are involved in community work 
days and assist a host of other agencies and organizations accomplish their goals. Good citizenry is   
being developed with agrarian roots. 
 

Our agriculture youth, are learners, workers, and good citizens already. It gives one hope for the republic 
as we watch these young leaders develop. They will, if allowed, carry agriculture, our valley and our    
nation forward. 
 

The “if allowed” part is a concern. Programs in agricultural education for 
youth, whether in the public schools with FFA as a vital component or via 
UC Extension and 4-H, are critical for this country to maintain a food       
supply. With shifts in population to more urban areas, we are getting further 
and further away from the land. These programs need to be maintained  
everywhere in rural America – even more especially in the Sierra  Valley.              
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“I am just a farmer” was my mantra. One day, while watching TV, a bunch 
of guys just like me recited the poem, “I Am Just a Farmer, Pure and   
Simple,” and I thought, how truly the words described who I was and what 
I always wanted to be. 
 

Then along came a lawyer who asked me, “You can’t really make a living 
off that place,  can you?” “I try.” I said. Soon after, I learned my family 
farm was the focus of Our General Plan process. Lawyers and elected 

officials using the terms like Sphere of Influence, Annexation, Eminent Domain, Municipal Services, and 
LAFCO were going to determine if we would be able to continue farming our land. 
 

My family purchased our farm in 1990 and we’ve persistently worked the land, even though fires, floods, 
droughts, unfavorable market conditions and noxious weeds have sometimes impeded our progress. Land 
speculators looking to strike gold by getting farmers to cash out their land for subdivisions, politicians 
wanting a higher tax base, and uniformed citizens were about to take away the lifestyle we have chosen. 
 

In preparing our defense we found that in 1998 the California legislature enacted the Farmland Security 
Zone Act which contracts with farmers & landowners to keep their property in agricultural production for at 
least 20 years. This legislation prohibits annexation without the landowner’s permission. This law, the  
California Farm Bureau, and many supporters throughout our County joined in protecting our farm through 
the legal onslaught that followed. After 14 months, and a series of court appearances, we won the right to 
keep our land in agricultural production. Now I am more than “just a farmer.” 
 

After this experience, I was elected to the Sierra County Board of  Supervisors. I’m working to preserve the 
custom and culture of a successful 150 year agricultural economy in 
Sierra Valley. I believe government policies and actions are necessary 
to respect not only the rights of individuals wishing to farm their land, 
but also, the rights of individuals who treasure open space and rural 
country living. In the 21st century, developers, land use planners,  
ranchers, and government officials need to learn from past mistakes, 
work collectively to pursue common sense legislation and protect the 
ever dwindling agricultural lands for future generations. 
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My family like most other ranching families was picture perfect. Things 
changed, years rolled by, and finally both my parents passed away. 
My brothers and I ended up with different views on how to manage the     
family business. 
 

Honestly I can’t imagine that the current situation was a part of my       
fathers plan. Maybe the problem was he never had a plan to begin 
with. He might have been hoping for the best and just wishing we 
would all just get along. As it turns out, my brothers thought they could 

do a better job without me. And because of how my father’s estate was drawn up and passed down, they 
were well within the law when they forced me out of the family partnership. Reality is owning a ranch is 
hard work. Maybe more work than they bargained for. Horses and cattle, fences and gates, and the issues 
of agriculture need constant attention.  
 

Then entered a notorious local realtor who promised them big money for portions of this 5000 acre ranch 
we inherited. Try as they may to sell 200 acres here and another 100 acres there, this economy has      
provided no buyers. 
 

Passing land to family members is a tricky process. The land that was passed to my brothers and I free and 
clear, is no looking a little run down. I can think of many instances where a plan might have helped my 
brothers and I. But instead we did not have the skills to develop goals without allowing our personal issues 
to get in the way. So now the places we shared, the land I know is now the subject of conversations by 
people outside my family who plan to acquire, develop, and possibly 
destroy my family’s heritage. 
 

I wish things were different because they are definitely not better. This 
situation calls for serious thought about how families take estate    
planning in consideration. We should be telling our stories; we should 
be asking good questions and voicing our opinions before things get 
messy. 
 

I believe it is important to keep talking about how land can be passed 
to people who want it, want that kind of work, and know how hard  it can be. Turns out, this is not my story 
alone and in order to keep large tracks of agricultural land viable, we must keep ranching families talking 
about the best way to hand down what is often their most valuable  asset. The land itself. 
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Growing up in the Central Valley of California, I took for granted the water that 
kept my playground green, grew my food, or quenched my thirst. As a child I     
recall stories of how the valley once was. A giant wetland, covered by hundreds of 
miles of marshes and lakes filled with waterfowl and herds of Tule elk. The  water 
that once covered this great valley hundreds of years ago comes primarily from 
the Sierra Nevada mountain range. As a young adult, I began my natural        
resources career in the southern Sierras.  
 

Memories pull me back standing atop a mountain peak overlooking the valley   
below. I close my eyes and imagine that massive wetland amongst the fields of cotton, alfalfa, corn,       
orange groves, dairies, and relic oaks that currently cover the valley floor. Open fields and  suburbs are 
now bound and woven together by canals and irrigation ditches. The water that once fed the giant wetland, 
now feeds a tapestry of agricultural, industrial, and municipal developments. 

 

Family ties and career moves pulled me north into the Sacramento Valley at the northern end of the great 
Central Valley, where I followed the California aqueduct to its source in the northern Sierras. Now as the 
Watershed Coordinator for the Feather River Coordinated Resource Management group, I have come to 
fully understand and appreciate the value of water. Following the Feather River down the canyon to the    
valley with my child’s sixth grade class, I watch the students fill their thirsty minds with watershed facts and 
refresh their bodies with the clean water from the  watershed they call their back yard. It never ceases to 
amaze me how few Californians know where their water comes from. Other parents on the watershed field 
trip comment on how they never gave a second thought about 
where their water came from. Afterwards I hear them boast about 
living in the Feather River watershed, the headwaters of the State 
Water Project that delivers water to over 23 million Californians. 

 

But as I watch the water turn the hydroelectric turbines in the can-
yon, the kayaks race the rapids, the fisherman reel in his catch, and 
the boaters skimming across Lake Oroville Reservoir, I remind them 
that this water is essential to all living things. It is the “blue gold” of 
the  Sierras and as residents of this  watershed we should act as 
stewards of this precious treasure. Not just those living in the lifeblood  watersheds of the state, but all 
California residents should know and acknowledge the true value of their  water. Let’s not squander this 
vital resource, but help protect, restore, and conserve the water of   California. Because,  water is the 
thread that binds our livelihoods.         
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You know you’re in a special place when you can sit on your back porch    
looking across the beautiful valley of acres and acres of farm land, see cattle 
grazing, the hills you hunted in, and the streams you fished in as a boy. Now 
80 years later I am blessed to see my children, grandchildren, and great grand- 
children enjoy the things that have meant so much in my life. 
 

My grandparents came from Switzerland back in the 1800’s and settled here in 
the Sierra Valley. They originally operated a dairy and grew hay for their      
animals. I was raised in Southern California but I spent as much time as     
possible with my grandparents and other relatives in the Sierra Valley. What a 
joy as a child, raised in the city to participate in ranch life; milking cow, riding 

horses, hunting, fishing, even drinking fresh cold water from a spring. It was a wonderful experience. I 
want all of our family and friends to be able to enjoy these things they do not have in the city. 
 

After my marriage and having six children, we were blessed 22 years ago to purchase property originally 
owned by some of our relatives. Our 7,000 acre cattle ranch is a family owned operation, managed by 
my daughter, son in law, and their family. All six of our families love being in this valley. Enjoying the 
sight of deer and bear, all kinds of duck and geese, and many other beautiful creatures that are part of 
the     wildlife here. Even the smell of sage brush and pine trees has its own unique aroma. 
 

We are thankful that the majority of the local population appreciates this area enough to protect it from 
residential development and sprawl. We know for all of this to be   
protected, government officials need to put in place land use policies 
that enforce strong restrictions, prohibiting zone changes that allow 
agriculture to be changed to residential. Once this land is changed 
this unique beauty and way of life can never again be enjoyed or put 
back to its original use. It would an awful loss to all of us. This rare 
beautiful country should be saved, for future generations to appreciate 
and enjoy as much as we do today. 
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I always knew that I wanted to have a job in agriculture. I didn’t know that 
I would be thrown into the position as a single, twenty-four year old girl. 
But, I am very thankful for what my dad left to me after his unexpected 
passing. My dad was the most important person in my life. He was my 
hero and the one person who influenced me into believing that agriculture 
is a way of life. It’s not just what you do, but who you are. It defines you 
as a person.  
 

When I hear of people saying that agriculture isn’t viable in Sierra Valley, I can’t help but be       
disappointed. If agriculture isn’t viable in Sierra Valley, then what is? When you drive up to the Vista 
Point on Highway 49 and look out over the valley, all you see is ranch land. My family has been     
ranching in this valley for one hundred years, and I fully intend on being the next generation to come in 
and ranch it for another hundred years.  
 

Ranching is hard work.  People ask “why do you work so hard for 
something that is so up and down? Sometimes you make money, 
sometimes you don’t.”   Well, it’s not about the money; it’s about 
the love for the land. It’s about looking out seeing your progress 
every day, seeing the calves get big, watching the grass grow tall, 
knowing those calluses on your hands are the product of hard work 
and  determination. It’s about knowing that someday future genera-
tions like myself will be able to have something beautiful of their 
own. Something sustainable and absolutely viable.  As long as you have a piece of land, you can be 
entirely self sufficient, and in these hard times, that is truly a beautiful thing.  
 

Sometimes, I sit up on the hill on our ranch where we spread my dads ashes and I cry and ask the 
Lord why he put such an enormous responsibility upon my shoulders. As I wipe my tears and look up I 
can see the entire valley through the setting of the sun. It is then that I realize that this is my life. I am 
the future of agriculture and it is my responsibility to make sure that people understand that agriculture 
is, and always will be, viable in Sierra Valley. 
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When I was a child, my grandmother told me that in her day 
when  people went looking to buy a farm or ranch, the first thing 
they looked at was the barn.  For farmers like my grandparents, 
a good barn was even more important than a nice house. 
 

This is the Wheritty barn, and it has been an important part of    
Sierra Valley for well over 100 years.  The barn is named after 
the Wheritty family, who owned the land before Alfred and      

Josephine Roberti purchased it in 1924.  My name is Rick Roberti, and I am their grandson.  Along 
with my parents, brothers and our families, we are privileged to ranch on the land that surrounds the 
Wheritty barn. 
 

I often think if this old barn could talk, what stories it could tell of the people from at least six         
generations who have come and gone. From dairy cows to beef cows, from pitchforks and wagons 
to trucks and hay squeezes, from bib overall to shorts …this old barn has seen it all. 

 

This grand old barn has been home to birds, rabbits, horses, skunks, cats, and lots of cow and 
calves.  Though the outside walls show their age and a tin roof has replaced the old shingles, the 
barn’s views haven’t changed a whole lot over time.  Looking west, it has a clear view of Beckwith 
Peak and the Sierra Nevada Mountains. 

 

The north end of the barn stares at a huge pile of old 
baling wire. It’s a reminder of past hay seasons and 
hundreds of hot summer days.  To the east you see the 
meadows that have produced the hay and forage for 
livestock, long before the barn was built.  Irrigating, 
haying, grazing, and wintertime feeding…as the barn 
remembers, that has pretty much been the routine for 
years. 

 

And due south of the barn there are fields that are still native pastures. Other fields are being 
farmed, and there are also fields that were once plowed that have returned to their original state. 
The hard working  people who settled this valley are gone now,  replaced by more good people    
taking care of the land.  
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All in all, Sierra Valley hasn’t changed that much over time and though we complain about the cold 
east wind, the lack of moisture, or that hard frost in June or July, we know we’ve been truly blessed to 
live in this unique place. It’s my desire, along with many other landowners, farmers, and ranchers to 
leave this land in good shape for generations to come.    

 

One thing we can do on our ranch is to improve and  preserve the wetlands and riparian areas we 
have, and to try and establish new ones.  With help from 
our County Extension Service and the NRCS, we have 
been able to improve our streams, enhance existing ponds, 
and create new wetlands. 

 

Close to twenty years ago we fenced off an irrigation pond, 
and we planted several trees and shrubs.  We also brought 
in a dump-truck load of tules, and then time and nature did 
the rest.  This is what it looks like today. 

 

This past summer we fenced off another larger pond and wetland area.  It will be exciting to see what 
time and a little work can do to make this wetland area even better. 

 

Another project under construction is a seventeen-acre wildlife preserve. When completed it should 
be roughly ten acres of open water with several nesting islands and coves.  One of the goals of this 
project is to create an area that will give ducks a place to raise their hatch in a safe environment all 
summer long. 

 

The Roberti family is dedicated to Sierra Valley, and to taking care of the land.  The Wheritty barn 
stands as a reminder of six generations who have made a living off this land, and Lord willing the 
barn will witness many more years of good stewardship in this beautiful high desert valley of         
California. 
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