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REPLACING YOUR LAWN 

(SAVE SOME WATER, SAVE SOME MOWING)  

Compiled by Joan Goff, Placer County Master Gardener 

    

 
 

So, you want to replace that thirsty lawn with 
something that uses less water but still looks 
beautiful?  Good idea!  But where to start?   

There are several elements to consider in making this 
change.   

1) Remove the existing lawn 

2) Plan your new garden 

3) Change the irrigation to an appropriate drip 

system 

4) Purchase the new plants 

5) Plant 

6) Mulch 

7) Enjoy! 

These links will show you how to get rid of the lawn: 

How to Kill Your Lawn with Sheet Mulching, Master 
Gardeners of Placer County: 
http://pcmg.ucanr.org/files/262776.pdf   

Prepping and planting, installing Your Landscap,. 
California Native Plant Society: 
https://www.cnps.org/gardening/prepping-and-planting 

These articles will give you options for plants:   

8 Options for Replacing Your Lawn, Along with Their 
Pros and Cons, Southern California Public Radio: 
http://www.scpr.org/news/2015/07/14/53093/8-options-for-
replacing-your-lawn-along-with-their/   

Sustainable Gardening Toolkit, UC Davis Arboretum: 
http://arboretum.ucdavis.edu/gardening.aspx 

Life After Lawn, UC Davis Arboretum: 
https://arboretum.ucdavis.edu/life-after-lawn 

UC David Arboretum All Stars, UC Davis Arboretum: 
https://arboretum.ucdavis.edu/arboretum-all-stars 

Waterwise Landscaping Water Efficient Plants for the 
Sierra Foothills Zone 7, Master Gardeners of Placer 
County: http://pcmg.ucanr.org/files/166251.pdf 

Drought Tolerant Plants for Zones 8 & 9, Master 
Gardeners of Placer County 
http://pcmg.ucanr.org/files/241001.pdf 

Choosing Your Plants, California Native Plant Society: 
https://www.cnps.org/gardening/choosing-your-plants 

If you want to nerd out on how to water, these links 
will help: 

Water Use of Turfgrass and Landscape Plant 
Materials, University of California, Agriculture and 
Natural Resources: 
http://ucanr.edu/sites/UrbanHort/Water_Use_of_Turfgrass_a
nd_Landscape_Plant_Materials/Water_Demand_Calculators/
Water_Demand_Calculators/ 

Water Use Classification of Landscape Species, 
University of California, Agriculture and Natural 
Resources:  
http://ucanr.edu/sites/WUCOLS/ 
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