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Field Workers 



Pesticide Handlers 



Federal, State and County Laws  



Federal 
Worker Protection Standard 

(WPS) 

State 
California Code of Regulations 

(CCR) 

County 
Regulations 

EPA 

CDPR 

Commissioners 



Federal 

State 

County 



30 Days after REI expires 

Pesticide Handler 
training required 

Early-Entry Worker 
training required No training 

required 

FIELD TIMELINE 

Training Timeline for Field 
Workers and Handlers 

Restricted 
Entry 

Interval 
(REI) 

Before 
pesticide 

application 

No pesticide 
application 

Pesticide 
application 

No training 
required 

Fieldworker 
training required 



Section 6764 – Training Requirements 
for Field Workers 

3 CCR § 6764 
 
Title 3. Food and Agriculture 

• Division 6. Pesticides and Pest Control Operations 
Chapter 3. Pest Control Operations  

• Subchapter 3. Pesticide Worker Safety 

• Article 3. Field Worker Safety 

• § 6764. Fieldworker Training. 

 



1. Routine decontamination 

2. REIs and posting requirements 

3. Where fieldworkers encounter pesticides and 
residues 

4. Routes of entry 

5. Pesticide hazards 

Training Requirements for Field 
Workers 



Training Requirements for Field 
Workers 

6. Common signs and symptoms of 
pesticide over-exposure 

7. First aid and emergency medical care 

8. Warnings against bringing home 
pesticides or pesticide containers 

9. Hazard communication program 

10. Worker rights 

 

 

 



Section 6724 – Training Requirements 
for Pesticide Handlers 

3 CCR § 6724 
 
Cal. Admin. Code tit. 3, § 6724 
 
Title 3. Food and Agriculture 
• Division 6. Pesticides and Pest Control Operations  
• Chapter 3. Pest Control Operations 
• Subchapter 3. Pesticide Worker Safety 
• Article 2. General Safety Requirements 
• § 6724. Handler Training. 

 



Training Requirements for  
Pesticide Handlers 

1. Pesticide label information 

2. Pesticide hazards 

3. Routes of entry 

4. Common signs and symptoms of 
pesticide over-exposure 

5. First aid 

6. Emergency medical care 

 



Training Requirements for  
Pesticide Handlers 

7. Routine and emergency 
decontamination 

8. Personal Protective Equipment 

9. Heat stress prevention 

10. Handling, transporting, storing and 
disposing of pesticides 

11. Environmental concerns 

 

 

 



Training Requirements for  
Pesticide Handlers 

12. Warnings against bringing home   
pesticides or containers 

13.Laws and Regs, MSDS, PSIS 

14. Medical supervision for                         
OPs and carbamates 

15. Hazard communication 

16. Workers rights 

 

 

 



Training Requirements – Pesticide 
Handlers 

• Written program 

• Every year 

• Every new pesticide or group of pesticides 

 



Written Training Program 



Written Training Program 



• Present information in a manner the 
employee can understand  

• Use nontechnical terms 

• Respond to questions   

• Language 

• Literacy 

• Documentation 

What is Required of the Trainer? 



What is Covered by WPS 

• Farms 

• Forests 

• Nurseries 

• Greenhouses 



What is NOT Covered by WPS 

• Mosquito abatement 
• Livestock 
• Pasture or rangeland 
• Home landscapes 
• Ornamental gardens 
• Vertebrate pests 
• Attractants or repellants 
• Post-harvest 
• Structural 
• Golf courses 

 
 
 



Why is WPS Important to Me? 



Who Can do the Training? 



Adult Learning Principles 



Adult Learning Principles 



• Visual 

• Auditory 

• Kinesthetic 

Adult Learning Styles 



Teaching Methods and Memory 



 
 

Debate 

 
 

 
 

20% retention 30% retention 

50% retention 70% retention 

ears only eyes only 

ears + eyes ears + eyes 
+ talking 



Ears + Eyes + Talking + Repeating + Use 



Active Trainings 



Discussion Questions 

What are some advantages to using more 
interactive techniques? 

 

What are some disadvantages to using 
more interactive techniques? 

 

 

 



Discussion Questions 

How can we make our pesticide safety 
trainings interactive?  





Training and Behavior Change 

Training ALONE does not lead to behavior change 

 

We need: 

 Supervision 

 Motivation 

 



Pesticide Safety Train-the-Trainer 

• February 12, 13* Modesto (English) 

• February 18*, 19 Woodland (English) 

• March 12, 13* Salinas (Spanish) 
March 18* Tulare (English) 

• March 19 Bakersfield (Spanish)  

 

*= refresher course only 



Questions? 
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