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Presentation Outline 
 

 
• Overview and brief description of common Blue Oak  
   Community Alliances. 
 
• Private Hardwood Rangelands provide habitat for numerous 
   California Wildlife species 
 
• Important habitat elements embedded in healthy hardwood 
  range and species benefited by those habitat elements 
 

•  Actions to enhance habitat on your land.   



 
Nineteen  Oaks  are 
California Natives 
 
They are found on 
twenty million Acres 
Statewide 
 
Over 50 Blue Oak 
habitat Alliances have 
been described. 
 
Primary oaks species 
in the Central Sierra 
Nevada Foothill 
Hardwood Range are: 
•  Blue Oak 
•  Valley Oak 
•  Interior Live Oak 
•  Canyon Live Oak 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Blue oak woodlands are highly variable with 
blue oak comprising 80-100 percent of the 
trees present.  
 
 

Foothill pine, California buckeye, valley oak, 
interior live oak, coast live oak, canyon live 
oak, and California black oak are common 
associates of blue oak.  
 
 

Characteristic shrub species in this 
community include poison-oak, Buckeye, 
California Coffeeberry, and several species of 
ceanothus and manzanita. 



 
 

 
 
 

Blue Oak Savanna 
 



 
 

 
 
 

Blue Oak Woodland 



Blue Oak/ Foothill Pine 



 
 

 
 
 

Blue/Interior Live Oak 



 
 

 
 
 

Blue Oak /Valley Oak 



 
 

 
 
 

Blue Oak/Manzanita 



 
 

 
 
 

Blue Oak/Interior Live Oak/Buckeye 



 
 

 
 
 

Blue Oak/Purple Needle Grass 



 
 

 
 
 

Blue Oak/California  Juniper 



Importance to Fish and Wildlife 



   

       
Manage for Biodiversity 



At Least  330 Vertebrate Species of Mammals, Birds, Reptiles and 
Amphibians depend on Oak Woodlands for some or all of life history 

requirements 
 
 

Over 160 species of birds use Oak Habitats 
 
 
 
 
 

More than 60 mammals, one third of the mammals found in California 
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Cover 



SPACE 



 
 

 
 
 

Granary & Sap Trees 



 
 

 
 
 

Cavities 



 
 

 
 
 

DOWNED WOOD 



 
 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 

         Saline Seeps               Riparian Areas 



 
 

 
 
 



 
  

Habitat enhancement actions: 
 

Nest Boxes 
Brush Piles 

Vegetative Manipulation 
 Range Seeding 



 
 

 
 
 

Nest Boxes 



 
 

 
 
 

Burrowing Owls 



 
 

 
 
 

Vegetative Manipulation 



 
  

                           Brush Piles 



 
 

 
 
 

Range Seeding and Grazing Management 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Other Habitat Considerations:  
Little Actions can make a Big Difference ! 



 
  

Wildlife Friendly Fence 



 
  

Wildlife Friendly Water Developments 



 
 
 

  
 

 

Questions? 


