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Wool mill operation approved
UKIAH PLANNING COMMISSION

Owner hopes to be processing wool by fall
By Justine Frederiksen
udjjf@ukiahdj.com
@justfrederiksen on Twitter

The Ukiah Planning Commission Wednesday unanimously approved the permits requested by
a man hoping to operate a wool
mill and food truck on South Orchard Avenue.
“This is (Matthew Gilbert’s)

lifelong dream, so it’s time to
get this project off the ground,”
said John Harper, the Livestock
& Natural Resources Advisor
for the University of California’s
Cooperative Extension in Mendocino County, explaining that
he brainstormed the idea with
Gilbert several years ago, knowing that having someone able to
process wool locally would ben-

Matthew
Gilbert stands
in front of
his woolprocessing
equipment at
his home on
South Orchard
Avenue.

efit many sheep raisers in Mendocino, Sonoma, Lake and Marin
counties who currently pay high
prices to ship out their wool.
“I talked to a lot of people in
Sonoma County who would like
to see this project go forward,”
said Planning Commissioner
Mark Hilliker, adding that he
was concerned about noise emanating from the processing machines, especially since Gilbert’s
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BROADCASTING

GOING NATIONAL
Ukiah resident’s television show to be aired on Dish, Comcast and DirecTV

CRIME

1,200 pot
plants
seized
$484,000 in cash
allegedly found in car
By Ukiah Daily Journal staff

A 71-year-old Comptche man
was arrested Wednesday morning after being caught with more
than 1,200 marijuana plants and
approximately $484,000 in cash
at his property, according to the
Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office.
At 10 a.m., deputies from the
County of Mendocino Marijuana
Eradication Team, assisted by
agents from the Mendocino Major Crimes Task Force, served a
search warrant at a residence in
the 10600 block of North Fork
Drive, where Fredrick Soderlind
was suspected of operating an
indoor and outdoor marijuana
grow. Deputies were able to locate Soderlind as he was driving
away from his residence.
Soderlind was arrested and
while officers were searching his
vehicle, he attempted to discard
a car key that was in his possession, the sheriff’s report stated.
POT » PAGE 18
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CONTRIBUTED

On the set of the Barb Marshall Show, as she interviews Jaye Inocelda.
By Carole Brodsky
for Ukiah Daily Journal

Barbara Marshall is a Ukiah
resident, operator of a family
daycare and soon to be a nationalCopyright
television personality.
(c)2015 Ukiah Daily Journal, Edition 05/
Her television show, “The
Barb Marshall Show,” which

Chambers
replacement
still under
discussion
By Justine Frederiksen
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Marshall is looking for
“angels” who will sponsor the show for $40 to
$1,000 per week. “We can
do commercials to pay for
airtime on national TV.
Donors will become part
of our team, helping people finding their purpose
and living life to the fullest, no matter the circumstances. That’s our goal,
with the ultimate goal to
thrive in Jesus, of course,”
she smiles.
Local people continue to
support Marshall with donated services.
“Donna Boesel, owner of
donna b. studio in Ukiah,
is my hairstylist. She goes
all the way to Sacramento
to style my hair prior to
the show. DFM donated
our television. Susan David does our accounting
for us. Other volunteers
clean our headquarters,
just to free up our time. I
love that,” she says. “People are so good to us.”
Marshall thanks the local public access station
for providing the foundation for the show’s beginnings. “It was because of
MATV that we’re here today. We were there until
2014, and we couldn’t have
done it without them.
“We had full freedom to
do what we needed. Our
motto is, ‘Never stand still
in what you’re doing. Always move forward.’ When
things go wrong, I see it as
an opportunity, not a defeat. I’ve learned the value
of a team.
We’ ve le a r ne d a nd
worked together, and
through the challenges
I’ve learned to get it right.”

Wool
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property across from the
post office on South Orchard Avenue is right behind a mobile home park
on East Gobbi Street.
Gilbert requested to be
able to start the mill at
5 a.m., and Commission
Chairman Mike Whetzel
said he didn’t mind having it start that early, since
“trucks start running into
the post office at about that
time.”
Harper told the commission that noise should not
be an issue, predicting that
it will be “largely contained
within the building, plus,
the wool around it will act
as a noise insulator.”
Several people spoke
in strong support of Gilbert and his plan, including Peggy Agnew, who
said she has been raising
sheep for 30 years in Potter Valley, and that finding
places to send her wool has
always been an expensive
challenge, since she often
is sending it out of state.
Another component of
Gilbert’s request included
a permit for a food truck,
which he said will help supplement the family’s income
for the first couple of years.
“It will likely be about
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two-and-a-half years before the mill is self-sustaining,” he said, explaining that he and others have
invested about $100,000 in
equipment already, and he
still needs to complete an
expansion of his garage before beginning to process
wool in earnest.
“You really need the
proper amount of space to
do it efficiently,” said Gilbert, explaining that he
and his wife, Sarah, bought
the property at 676 S. Orchard Ave. with the intent
of operating a mill there,
and were relieved Wednesday when the Planning
Commission approved the
requested permits, for both
the mill and the food truck,
unanimously.
Gilbert will not operate
the food truck himself, but
will allow different food
truck operators to drive in
and leave each day, offering a convenient food stop
for nearby businesses and
income for him.
Gilbert said if all goes
well, including the fundraising for his construction plans, he should be
processing wool by the end
of September.
“With the amount of
persistence he’s had pursuing his dream so far, I
have full faith he’ll be up
and running,” Agnew said
of Gilbert.

ACHIEVER

Smallcomb honored at banquet
Submitted

Katerina Smallcomb
of Ukiah was honored at
Youngstown State University’s Annual Scholar-AthThe Barb Marshall show
lete Banquet this spring.
is a 501(c)3 non-profit
Several awards were given
organization. Supporters
out to celebrate the acacan mail checks to PO
demic achievements of YSU
Box 1938, Ukiah, CA
student-athletes, as well as
95482 or visit http://
honors for those with GPAs
www.barbtv.org.
of 3.0 or above.Smallcomb
is a member of the Softball program and is majoring in Psychology at YSU.
Youngstown State University is a comprehensive urban research university
that offers nearly 13,000
students more than 135
undergraduate
and graduCopyright (c)2015 Ukiah Daily Journal, Edition
05/
ate programs backed by a

strong tradition of teaching, scholarship and public
service. As a major educational and economic development resource in the region, YSU is known for its
focus on academic research
and creative programs that
transform its students into
successful professionals,
scholars and leaders. Located in the heart of the
Tech Belt between Cleveland and Pittsburgh, YSU
provides opportunities for
students to actively participate with accomplished
faculty, often in one-onone settings, on advanced
research and creative collaborations. For more information,
visit
May
19, www.ysu.
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