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	Title: Maintenance Tips for Tall Fescue Lawns - Part 1 
	Author: by Michelle Le Strange, Master Gardener Advisor
	Page 1: Lately, weekends in the neighborhood are abuzz with droning lawnmowers and hissing sprinklers? Yes folks, the lawn season has arrived! Get busy. You've been saying it for years, so stop putting it off: change the oil, replace the spark plug, and clamp a new blade on the mower. Get your tools in tip top shape, cause it's going to be a long lawn season. While you're at it, calculate your lawn's area (length x width = area). How else can you figure how much fertilizer to apply? Post results in the garage, where they're handy. Here are some springtime tips for your tall fescue lawn. These will keep it looking good throughout summer and you'll become the envy of the block.Reseed now. If your fescue lawn is patchy and thin, then reseed it now. It's easy. Mow real close, rake out weeds and dead grass, reseed, topdress, and water three times a day (for a couple of minutes) until the seed pops up in about a week. How low should I mow established lawns? I bet you didn't realize that not all lawns should be mowed to the same height? And that mowing height really does matter in overall turf performance! Tall fescue lawns should not be mowed any lower than 2 inches and 2½ to 3-inches tall is even better. Why? Tall fescue is a cool season bunch grass, not a warm season creeping grass like bermuda or St. Augustine. It recovers better and can survive the hot summer temperatures when it is not mowed so closely. It can even fight off weed invasion when it is mowed to its proper height. Don't believe me? Just look at lawn borders where weed whackers and power edgers have mowed fescue lawns too low. What you'll notice is bermuda, crabgrass, oxalis, and spurge weeds invading the fescue. Each year the weed infestation increases. Mowing the lawn spreads weeds uniformly over the entire area. Consistently mowing tall fescue to a one-inch height eventually leads to a bermudagrass lawn (where bermuda is present).How often should I mow? Most of us only have time to mow the lawn once a week. But there are a few weeks during spring and fall when tall fescue lawns are growing so fast that they should theoretically be mowed every 4-5 days. This is based on the one-third rule of mowing. "Never remove more than one-third of the final mowing height." For example, if we are aiming for a 3-inch final height, then it's time to mow when the lawn is 4 inches tall. If our goal is a 2-inch mowing height, then it's time to mow when the lawn reaches 2 2/3 inches.
	Page 2: Now this might seem picky, but try to get the gist of it. Mowing once a month during the active growing season causes big swings in overall lawn quality. Mow once a week and the visual appeal of the lawn is consistently higher. When should I fertilize fescue? Lawns should be fertilized when actively growing. Cool season grasses have big growth spurts during the spring and fall. In summer growth virtually stops. Make light applications of fertilizer every 6 to 8 weeks from February through June, skip July and August, and resume applications in mid September through mid November. Only apply six pounds of actual nitrogen per 1000 square feet of lawn per year. Putting on higher amounts only makes the tall fescue more disease prone. As an example I'll use the cheapest fertilizer, ammonium sulfate (20-0-0). The actual nitrogen content is 20%, so one pound of actual nitrogen is 5 pounds of ammonium sulfate evenly spread over a thousand square feet area. Better turf fertilizers are available. If you purchase a slow release formulation, then the number of applications drops considerably. Regardless of which brand you purchase, be sure to follow label directions.Start with a good long soak. Unfortunately for us, rainfall has been scarce and soil profiles are drying out fast. Before spring gets a strong foothold, I suggest a good long soaking of all trees, shrubs, and lawns in the next few weeks. This permits deep roots to develop in lawns and allows trees coming out of winter dormancy to thrive. A monthly soak from March through September is enough for most trees and shrubs. Lawns require more frequent sprinkles, but more on lawn watering next week. You've got enough to do this weekend.
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