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	Title: February Q & A
	Author: by Michelle Le Strange, UC Master Gardener Advisor
	Page 1: Q. A commercial tree pruning company recently butchered my neighbor's trees and I want to make sure that my large street trees are pruned properly. Can you recommend a tree trimmer?A. Pruning is a skill that requires much study, practice and observation. In an attempt to upgrade the quality of tree work throughout California, a certified arborist program was initiated in 1985. Most large cities now boast many qualified arborists in the tree trimming business, but this program has been slow to catch on in the valley. My advice is to try to find a certified arborist and request that individual look at your tree and offer you an estimate. (Some companies have a certified arborist on staff, but oftentimes they are not the one to visit your site and prune your tree). Get estimates from several companies. Ask for references (other homeowners who have trees similar to yours that have been recently pruned). Call those references and try to visit the sites and investigate the pruning job. Ask the customers if they were satisfied with the tree trimming job and service.When talking to the arborist or tree trimmer, be sure that you ask for your tree to be thinned. DO NOT LET THEM TOP YOUR TREE. You do want branches to be selectively removed from your tree. You do not want to shorten the height of your tree by bluntly cutting all branches to one height. There are numerous books and pamphlets on proper pruning techniques for deciduous and evergreen trees and none of them recommends topping. One would think a commercial tree trimmer would want to know and understand their profession. The certified arborist program offers them that opportunity.Q. Is there anything that I can do to green up my tall fescue lawn? It was nice and green a few weeks ago, but recently it has become quite yellow.A. First determine if your lawn is yellow because of lack of fertilizer, because of recent frost, or because it has rust. Rust begins as small yellow spots on leaves and stems that develop into elongated reddish brown scabs loaded with red spores that stick to your shoes when you walk on the lawn. When the grass is growing slowly (like now in the winter) a fungicide containing like Bayleton, Daconil 2787, Eagle or Fore can be helpful, but not absolutely necessary. The disease eventually diminishes as temperatures warm up especially when the lawn is fertilized, watered, and mowed regularly. Many lawns were nice and green up until Christmas, then nighttime temperatures dropped into the 30s. Sudden cold temperatures caused frost damage to leaves. Damaged yellow leaves will remain on the grass plant until temperatures warm up, the lawn grows and the old leaves are mowed off. 
	Page 2: Some lawns are yellow because nitrogen fertilizer is lacking and iron is unavailable due to cold soil temperatures. A light application of ammonium or calcium nitrate fertilizer now may improve the green color, but it is also okay to wait another month before applying a complete fertilizer so it is available to grass roots just prior to the spring growth flush.Q. Last summer I noticed my lawn had a lot of crabgrass and I want to prevent it from coming back. When is the best time to apply a preemergence herbicide for crabgrass control in the lawn?A. Crabgrass usually starts to germinate when soil temperatures warm up to 50°-55°, which is usually around March 1st. Weed germination continues throughout spring, summer, and fall until soil temperatures start to cool down. Crabgrass is easy to control with preemergence herbicides but difficult to control with postemergence herbicides. For preemergence herbicides to be most effective it is best to apply them about three weeks before crabgrass germinates or between Super Bowl Sunday and Valentines Day. All garden centers have a big selection of preemergence products for crabgrass. If you select a weed and feed product, then be sure it contains a preemergence herbicide. Most of these products contain postemergence herbicides for controlling existing broadleaf weeds and have no effect on crabgrass.Please stop by and visit the MG Booth at the Visalia Home & Patio Spring Fest on February 15-17 at the Visalia Convention Center. Two seminars will also be presented by Master Gardeners. At Noon on Saturday, Sue Merrill will tell you how to "Give Your Oak Trees Some Compatible Friends. At 11:00 on Sunday, Ann Belau will show you "How to Create a Unique Garden Space". See you there!
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