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	Title: Don't Overlook the Value of Evergreen Shrubs 
	Author: by Michelle Le Strange, UC Master Gardener Advisor
	Page 1: One of the most satisfying aspects of a garden is having pleasing seasonal changes. Flowers, foliage, interesting bark or berries help create new looks. Shrubs, even more than trees and groundcovers, do this job splendidly. Some definitionsBush - A low branching woody plant, usually smaller than a shrub.Shrub -A woody plant with many stems arising from or near ground level (low branching). The big difference between shrubs and trees is where branching begins. Most trees grow a single trunk and branch higher up. Many shrubs can be used as small trees. Hedge - A row of closely planted bushes, shrubs, or small trees forming a fence or boundary.What can evergreen shrubs do for your landscape?We demand a lot from shrubs, but often don't choose as wisely or plant as carefully as we should because we are focused on flowers, groundcovers, and trees. Evergreen shrubs are more than "foundation plants" intended to camouflage ugly walls or fences. They provide the framework for all the other plants offering shape, color, texture, and often fragrance. Massed together shrubs provide screening and privacy. Evergreen shrubs should also be low maintenance. They need little care, if selected carefully and planted properly. Place them to allow their natural shape. Select shrubs that won't need to be pruned into balls or cubes, since these will require constant maintenance to look neat. Formal shapes often look out of place in our casual California neighborhoods. Site selection and plantingSince shrub plantings are permanent, plant them where they naturally will do well and won't require coddling. Sunset's "Western Garden Book" or Bob Perry's "Landscape Plants for Western Regions" are good references. Choose shrubs to our climate zones (zone 8 for the valley floor and zone 9 for the foothills) and match the ultimate size of the shrub to your space. Oftentimes 10-12 foot shrubs are planted in spots requiring a plant half that size and the low maintenance rule no longer applies. 
	Page 2: Common evergreen shrubsWhen I first got interested in landscaping I vowed not to plant the most common plant materials such as nandina, oleander, photinia, privet, raphiolepis, wheelers dwarf, and xylosma. Soon I realized that many people are not that interested in their yards or they lack the knack or patience for gardening. So rather than looking at wall to wall bermudagrass at least these shrubs provide some diversity and look great when artistically arranged. I even use some of the above mentioned shrubs in my own yard.Less common evergreen shrubsStill many of us are seeking shrubs that offer more variety and interest to our landscapes. Nurseries are overflowing with varieties so take some time to peruse their selection. Imagine what that one container plant will grow up to look like with a few of its mates by its side. One of the most overly planted shrubs is photinia (Photinia fraseri), a moderate to fast grower with orange-red new foliage in spring. If your design can substitute a beautiful bronze leaf for red, then instead of photinia consider planting sweet olive (Osmanthus fragrans). Don't be deceived by the common name, this shrub is not in the olive family and does not have any nuisance fruit. It is slower growing, but the sweet apricot scent it emits when in bloom will definitely satisfy. Pineapple guava (Feijoa sellowiana) is a silver leafed evergreen shrub that can also be grown as a small tree. It takes full sun and tolerates all extremes of water, once it is established. This plant can take almost any amount of pruning or training to shape as espalier, screen, hedge or small tree. Euonymous is a genus with many species highly valued for their shrub ability. Leaves are solid green or blended with white or yellow. The variegated New Zealand Christmas Tree (Metrosideros excelsa 'Gala') offered by Monrovia, resembles the yellow/green leaf of euonymous coupled with the bottle brush flower of Callistemon. Speaking of bottle brush, one of my absolute favorite shrubs is the dwarf Callistemon citrinus 'Little John'. Red bottle brush blooms with gold tips cover the top of dense branches full of blue-green leaves for much of the year. This plant is extremely versatile. It loves the sun, tolerates many soils, and is easy to prune to a casual shape. Though not a fast grower (it only reaches 3 feet tall and 5 feet wide), it provides constant interest right from the beginning.So as a fellow colleague in San Diego always reminds me, "Shrub it up".
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