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	Title: Growing Fruit Trees the ‘Backyard Orchard Culture' Ways 
	Author: by Michelle Le Strange, UC Master Gardener Advisor
	Page 1:  Would you like to grow fruit trees in your back yard, but think they are too messy and you don't have enough space? Well, Ed Laivo of Dave Wilson's Nursery proposes ‘Backyard Orchard Culture' that makes growing fruit trees a lot more fun and manageable for the home grower. Following his method you can grow four trees in the space of one. That sounds good to me, since I prefer several kinds of fruit throughout the summer, not a ton of one kind that are all ripe at once.Commercial orchards are a beautiful component of our agricultural landscape. The farmer encourages trees to grow big and produce abundant fruits of grand size, but those same results are not always desirable in the home orchard. We don't want to drag out a tall ladder to pick our fruit or prune our trees. With the Backyard Orchard Culture method you keep your trees small, which makes everything to do with growing fruit easier.The gist of Backyard Orchard Culture is crowding several trees in a smaller space than normal and treating them more like bushes than trees. Summer pruning is a must, but Ed describes it so simply that anybody can do it. High density planting can be a clump or a row of trees. SUCCESSIVE RIPENINGSuccessive ripening is an important benefit of planting 3 or 4 trees in one hole. Planting fruit varieties that ripen in succession rather than all at the same time will really increase the value of your home orchard. With four trees you can eat delicious peaches and nectarines for several months and alternate between yellow and white flesh varieties. Or mix it up even more with an apricot, peach, nectarine, and plum. According to Ed almost anything goes, just try to choose fruits that have the same spray requirements (if you spray insecticides). For example pears and apples (pome fruit) work well together, as do peaches, nectarines, and plums (stone fruit). You would not want to plant apples with peaches that ripen at the same time you might be spraying the apples for codling moth. A self-fruitful cherry fits in most everywhere because the fruit comes off so early, but usually cherries are grown with other stone fruit, not pome fruit. Just be sure to choose varieties that ripen at different times.
	Page 2: POLLINATIONIn most cases fruit won't form until pollen from male flower parts are transferred to female flower parts. Without pollination, flowers will bloom abundantly, but will not bear fruit. Fruit trees are considered self-fruitful (self-pollinating, self-fertile) or self-unfruitful (self-sterile). Self-unfruitful trees require a pollinator tree to supply the pollen. Bees and other insects help spread the pollen from tree to tree, flower to flower, and anther to stigma within a flower.In general self-fruitful types include: some apples, pears, Asian pears, & plums; most peaches and nectarines, apricots, citrus, & figs; all sour cherries and persimmons, pomegranate, and quince. Self-unfruitful types are sweet cherries, nuts, and blueberries; many apples; and some pears, Asian pears, peaches apricots & plums. So add a pollinator to the mix, if your tree needs one.PLANTING ARRANGEMENTSOne idea is to plant trees 18 inches to three feet apart in a straight line creating a hedgerow. A fruit hedge is a good way to hide the backyard fence or create a screen between you and your neighbor. You may plant the fruit together by variety or mix different kinds. Either way, be sure to plant by ripening time. The key is to never let one variety of fruit dominate, and never let the trees grow larger than you choose. Just use hedge clippers to prune them. Shape them so the base is a little bit wider than the top to allow sunlight to penetrate the bottom of the tree. Another concept is to plant 3 or 4 trees in the same hole spacing them about 18 inches to 2 feet apart. Plant three in a triangle pattern or four in a square. Close planted trees don't grow as large as trees that are spaced further apart, but do have a better chance at cross-pollination.Also available are multi-budded trees or a three-in-one tree. In this case the nursery chooses the varieties that are most widely adapted and that most people will like. Keep an eye on these trees and prune the variety that starts to dominate the whole tree. KEEP TREES SMALLSize control relies upon close planting and summer pruning. Ed emphasizes that fruit trees should be pruned so that you can reach the top of them. Start shaping your trees at planting by cutting each tree trunk at knee height to force low branching. Then cut new growth back by half in spring and again in summer. Keep an extremely vigorous tree in check by more severe pruning. By the third year choose the trees' permanent height and don't let them grow any taller. The ultimate height of the tree is the decision of the pruner.
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