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Q. Is this a good time to prune an apricot tree?

A. Now is not a good time to prune apricot trees in the San Joaquin Valley. We encourage mid-summer
pruning of these trees. Why? Because apricot trees are particularly sensitive and susceptible to Eutypa
canker, a fungal disease whose spores are carried great distances by early rains from the north. The
spores enter into apricot trees through pruning wounds. Eutypa canker can be a serious problem here.

Signs, symptoms, and damage: Eutypa dieback, also known as Cytosporina, gummosis, and limb dieback,
causes limbs or twigs to wilt and die suddenly in late spring or summer with the leaves still attached.
Rough dark cankers may develop at pruning wounds. The bark has a dark discoloration with amber
colored gumming.

Solutions: Remove infected limbs at least 1 foot below any sign of the disease. Prune trees after
harvest. It is best to summer prune apricot trees by July 4 (when rainfall is minimal). Ideally, pruning
should be completed at least 6 weeks before the first fall rains. This allows time for pruning wounds to
“heal" (dry over) and reduce susceptibility to the disease. If not pruned in early summer, wait until
bloom time to prune to adjust crop load. Wound treatments with fungicides, paints, or sealants have not
been satisfactory.

Q. Is there any value in adding wood ashes to the garden?

A.. In the old days wood ashes were a chief source of potassium and widely used in commercial farming
and horticulture. Due to their high alkalinity ashes were also used in certain parts of the country as an
amendment to raise the pH or neutralize acid soils. Ashes contain all the mineral elements that were in
the wood, but the value of wood ashes as a plant food relies mostly on the potassium content. In
general, wood ashes contain 5-7 percent potassium, 1-2 percent phosphorus, and 25-50 percent calcium
and magnesium compounds.

Most soils in California naturally possess adequate amounts of potassium. Soils in the valley tend to be
neutral to alkaline with a pH range of 6.5-8.5. Be aware that adding wood ashes to the soil is beneficial
but can be harmful, if foo much is used. To avoid any problems with salinity, alkalinity, and plant
nutrient availability add no more than 5 pounds of ashes per 100 square feet per year.




It is best to apply ashes 3 or 4 weeks before planting seeds or tender young plants, but ashes can be
sidedressed around growing plants. Ashes that settle on foliage can cause burning so be sure to wash
plants after application. Avoid using ashes around azaleas, camellias, hydrangeas, and other acid-loving
plants. Wood ashes are very low in nitrogen and cannot supply plants with enough of this essential
element.

Q. Moss is taking over my wood shingle roof and infesting a corner of my lawn. Should I be concerned
about damage or is this just a superficial problem?

A. Moss is a simple plant that thrives in damp, shaded locations. It is likely to be found on the north
slopes of roofs or in areas shaded by overhanging trees. Moss grows vigorously during the cool, rainy
seasons then virtually stops in the summer. The moisture trapped by moss hastens the deterioration of
roofing materials.

To kill established moss on a roof, first remove as much as possible with a strong jet of water, then
apply either a metal-based chemical, cryptocidal soap, or copper metal as follows.

Chemicals for moss control usually include copper or zinc. Copper sulfate (bluestone) is effective but
corrodes galvanized metal and aluminum, so be sure to wash those metals of f immediately after
spraying. Copper sulfate also causes some blue-green staining on light-colored walls or gutters, but it
generally gives good residual control of moss. Zinc sprays and soap products are non-corrosive and
non-staining, however they are more toxic to plants than copper sulfate, so be sure to cover plants with
a plastic sheet to prevent damage.

The slow corrosion of a galvanized or copper ridge provides effective preventive moss control for about
10-15 feet below the ridge. Another treatment for long-term moss control is a bare copper wire
stretched horizontally across the roof every 10 feet.

Moss can also be a minor problem in heavily shaded lawns with poor drainage, too much water, soil
compaction, and low soil fertility. The best way to control moss in lawns is to discourage its growth and
development while keeping the grass growing vigorously. This involves watering less and fertilizing more,
while the turf is actively growing; coring the lawn to

reduce compaction, improve soil drainage, and increase soil aeration; removing excess thatch; and
reducing shade, if possible. In severe cases, chemical applications of copper sulfate, ferrous sulfate, or
ferrous ammonium sulfate may be necessary for complete control. Some damage to the turf may occur
and may need to be repaired with seed or sod.
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