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	Title: Selecting Trees for a Shade Garden 
	Author: by Peggy Sullivan, UC Master Gardener
	Page 1: Trees in the garden are great, especially in the hot summer months here in the Central Valley. In addition to their stately and beautiful forms, trees provide shade on sultry days, shelter and food for wildlife, and help purify the air we breathe. For those who are starting from scratch and want to plan shade trees for the home landscape, here are some suggestions:1. Study the sun's path over your property. Notice the movement of the sun across your yard during a summer day. Draw a rough sketch of your yard, noting where you need shade. If you want to enjoy the warmth of the sun on your house in the colder months, plant a deciduous tree that loses its leaves in the winter. If you need a tree to block an ugly fence or provide privacy, consider an evergreen tree. There are excellent computer garden design programs on the market that allow you to visualize your plan through each season.2. Study your house and garden. Will the tree be planted far enough away from sidewalks and the house so that its roots won't lift the sidewalk or house foundation? Will leaf litter fall on wood roof shingles? Do you have a pool? Plant the tree far enough away from the pool to avoid leaf litter in the water. If you have power lines in your yard, select a lower growing tree that will not eventually interfere with the lines.3. Consider your watering habits. Some mature trees cannot survive the shallow frequent watering which is given to lawn areas. Olive, valley oak and walnut trees should not be surrounded by thirsty lawn and flowers. 4. Identify trees you like. Drive around town, noting trees that appeal to you. Look through brochures and gardening books and then study more about the colors, habits and needs of the trees you like. Ask yourself several questions: Does the tree drop lots of litter? Is the tree deciduous? Is this a good lawn tree or will it do well in a patio setting? How tall and wide will the tree grow?5. Select the right tree. When browsing through the nursery, look for a tree with a strong, slightly tapered and unblemished trunk. Avoid specimens whose branches arise from one area. Instead choose a tree with a strong central leader and scaffold branches that are spaced apart. If looking specifically for leaf color, browse the nursery in the fall. To see petal color, view flowering trees in the spring.
	Page 2: Some of the small to medium trees that grow well in our valley are Japanese and trident maples, dogwood varieties, crape myrtle, Western and Mexican Redbuds, Chinese fringe tree, goldenrain tree, and the saucer and star magnolias. Less common but equally good are the dove tree (Davidia involucrata), little-leaf linden (Tilia cordata), bronze loquat (Eriobotrya deflexa) and mayten tree (weeping habit but not as susceptible to disease as a weeping willow tree).. Avoid major problems. Litter-producing trees require less clean up if planted away from driveways or sidewalks. Some trees produce year round leaves and seeds which require frequent clean up, so place them in a less crucial portion of the yard. Among these are the Southern magnolia, silk tree (mimosa), liquidambar, California pepper, Carolina cherry, and avocado. Female ginkgo trees drop foul-smelling fruit, so make sure you buy a male ginkgo. Fast growth sounds appealing, but beware! Along with that instant gratification come the problems of weak wood, growth too large for its site, and early death.Invasive roots can become an "up-lifting" problem, so plant trees such as ash, mulberry, Brazilian pepper, poplar, and Chinese tallow a reasonable distance from walkways.7. Use available resources. The Master Gardener Office has several brochures on trees including, Suggested Landscape Trees and Palm Trees for Tulare and Kings Counties, Trees Under Powerlines, and Tree Evaluation and Casualty Loss, which can be obtained at a minimal cost. Sunset's Western Garden Book is another good resource.Finally, there is no "ideal" tree, but some are better suited to your location than others. Every tree has pluses and minuses that need to be weighed before you make your choice. Trees naturally shed leaves and seeds, and bugs sometimes chew on the leaves, but the shady advantages of having a tree in the landscape outweigh the disadvantages of sweltering sunlight. 
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