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	Title: Flower Shrub Bed with a Fence Backdrop for Beginners  
	Author: by Michelle Le Strange, UC Master Gardener Advisor
	Page 1: Not everyone wants to spend their leisure time in the garden, yet almost everyone wants their backyard to have a little interest and be appealing. If your backyard is a large rectangle of grass lawn and you're looking to add a splash of color without going overboard on cost and maintenance, then read on. Our typical urban backyards are rectangular in shape and are surrounded by cedar fences on three sides. Find a sunny spot along the fence and create a bed of shrubs and flowers that is anchored with a climbing vine using the fence as partial support and backdrop. Size the bed: Center the bed where you will have a good view from windows or outdoor living spaces such as patios or decks. The bed should come out at least three feet from the fence, but can extend as much as 6 or 8 feet. The exact width really depends on how deep your yard is: the shallower the yard, the less wide the bed. Make sure that the length of the bed is at least as long as the width and hopefully twice as long. At first just use a portion of the fence for the length of the bed. There are a couple of reasons not to use the entire fence line: You want to start small and enlarge later to cut costs and maintenance and to allow time to build up your gardening expertise; andBeds that run the full length of a backyard fence make the yard appear smaller and narrower.The size of the bed may also be dictated by the amount of land preparation needed. Most likely you will need to remove the lawn that is there. Start by soaking the ground a few days in advance and then remove the sod with a shovel or spade. If you are working with a bermuda-grass lawn, then plan to spend ALL the time that is needed to do a good job of removing ALL of the bermudagrass rhizomes and stolons. This fact alone may help you decide that you want to make a small bed. I strongly recommend starting small and enlarging or creating a new bed later.Rototill or double dig the area with a shovel down to an 8 inch depth while incorporating lavish amounts of compost and planting mix, and moderate amounts of fertilizer and gypsum amendments. It is okay to build up the height of the bed by a few inches to a foot, depending upon your site, just be sure to keep the soil completely off the fence and slope it away from the fence. You really want to protect your fence from water as it will just rot the wooden posts and pickets. 
	Page 2: Assuming your lawn already has sprinklers, try to arrange the bed so that the existing system will also water the bed. If that doesn't work then convert a couple of the heads to drip or consider winding a soaker hose around the plants. (Ideally the bed and lawn would be on different valves so they could be watered separately).Choose the plants: Choose an easy to grow vine, but one that doesn't grow too wild. Star jasmine, potato vine, and hardenbergia vines are examples. These will need a trellis for support, but are reliable and can be easily trained with pruning. Stay away from bougainvillea, clematis, honeysuckle, trumpet vines, and wisteria unless you know what you are doing. Plant the vine in the center of the bed toward the back. Now for the fun: Go to the nursery and select your shrubs and flowers. Plant clumps of small flowers and singles of larger shrubs. In the front you might try clumps of sunrose, gazania, lambs ears, blue marguerite (Felicia), and liriope. In the middle could be clumps of Russian sage, autumn sage, and Powis castle Artemisia. Single plants of New Zealand flax 'Atropurpureum' and gaura provide distinctive plant forms. Mexican bush sage could be placed to anchor a back corner. The combinations are endless, just choose plants that will work well with your irrigation system and light requirements and are in the USDA (and Sunset) planting zones of 8 or 9. Bed shape modifications: You can alter this design by placing it in a corner, in which case you end up with a triangular shaped bed. Or add a gentle curve to the front of the bed. Edge with cobblestones, brick or another material choice. In any case you want to keep the grass lawn several inches from the start of the bed. Mow the lawn weekly and keep a watchful eye on encroaching bermudagrass.
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