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	Title: Garden Tips for August
	Author: by Michelle Le Strange, UC Master Gardener Advisor
	Page 1: The hot lazy days of August make it difficult to work in the garden, so don’t!  Instead spend time having barbecues, family reunions, and picnics with friends in the shade.  The only real garden chore is watering and that you cannot ignore.  For the avid gardener be sure to do any garden tasks in the early morning or early evening, drink plenty of water, and take breaks.PLANT:  Believe it or not August is the time to start planting the winter veggie garden.  You can seed or transplant cole crops like: bok choi, broccoli, cabbage, and cauliflower, but hold off on radishes until next month.  Head lettuce seeded in August will be ready for harvest in October and November.  Root crops like beets, carrots, and turnips should be seeded and not transplanted.Several annual flowers can also be started by seed with the intention of transplanting into flower beds later in the fall:  calendulas, Iceland poppies, pansies, snapdragons, and stock are just naming a few.  It is too early to plant them with transplants.  Biennials such as clary sage, hollyhocks, and rose campion planted now will usually bloom next spring, whereas in colder climates they don't bloom until their second year.MORE TO PLANT:  Would you like some naked ladies in your yard?  I’m talking about the plant, of course.  Amaryllis belladonna (commonly known as the naked lady) is a large, graceful pink-flowering bulb that emerges immodestly without any leaves in August.  Buy one or more in bloom now.  When the bloom is finished, plant so the bulb top is just below the soil surface in an area that won’t be disturbed.  Strap-like leaves will appear in fall and winter, followed by a dormant period in summer.  They’re not dead - watch for the magic appearance in August!  Other bulbs like autumn crocus, cyclamen, iris and watsonia can also be planted now.Other than seeds and bulbs, now is a poor time to do any planting.  Wait until late September and October for the weather to cool first.MAINTAIN:  After perennials and shrubs have finished blooming, cut them back to tidy up and keep them from going to seed, or to encourage re-bloom.  Many sages, crape myrtles, and other shrubs really benefit from this annual shaping.  Annuals like petunias often get leggy and stop blooming this time of year.  Shear them back and fertilize to encourage a flush of new blooms.  I usually cut back small areas of the garden at a time so I don’t clear-cut an entire area and leave a big bald patch.  
	Page 2: Support heavily laden fruit tree branches to keep them from breaking.  Dispose of fallen fruit that can harbor pests.  Divide iris.  The thick brown stem growing at the soil surface is called a rhizome.  With a spading fork or shovel, carefully lift up the rhizome, keeping as much root attached as possible.  Wash the soil away from the roots and rhizome so you can see what you’re doing.  Trim the fan of leaves to about six inches. With a knife, cut off the healthy outer rhizomes with the leaves attached.  Throw away the old, dead center portion.  Remove any disfigured leaves, rotted portions and old bloom stalks.  Set the exposed sections in the sun to dry and form a callus over the cut ends.  Plant the rhizomes with the tops barely below the soil surface.  Since iris grow in the direction of the fan of leaves, plant three to a clump with the fans pointing out from the center.  Water well and then allow to dry out slightly before watering again.FERTILIZE:  Warm-season lawns, annuals, container plants and roses all benefit from fertilizing now.  Wait until September before fertilizing tall fescue lawns.  Give azaleas, camellias, citrus, and rhododendrons a final feeding for the year.  Feed chrysanthemums until buds begin to open. A foliar feed of a liquid fertilizer is a quick pick-me-up for plants that look peaked.PRUNE:  Apricots and olives should be pruned after fruiting to reduce future disease problems.  Summer pruning of peaches, plums, and nectarines is also recommended for backyard orchards, where you are trying to keep the trees short.  In anticipation of the fall flush of bloom, give your roses a light pruning.  Remove dead twigs, spent flowers, lanky growth and suckers from the base.  Cut the entire rose plant back lightly to encourage fall flowering.  WATER:  This is still the most critical job of all this month.  Try not to waste water in the landscape.
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