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	Title: Crape Myrtles
	Author: by Jeanne Rose, UC Master Gardener
	Page 1: The fabulous, versatile crape myrtle is a plant widely used in tree or shrub form in both residential and commercial landscapes.  My earliest memories of crape myrtles were of medium-sized trees with pale and medium pink blooms.  During the past few years over two dozen new varieties have been introduced from major breeding programs.  Varieties come in a wider range of lavender, purple, salmon, pink, red, white and bicolor.  The newer introductions have larger leaves and bigger, denser flower heads.  The individual blooms of some clusters are so dense they appear to be almost double.Some of the newest crape myrtle introductions are the miniatures and dwarfs in the 6- to 12-inch range.  These are excellent for smaller-size pots, hanging baskets, ground covers and rock gardens.  Others, equally versatile, range between 2 and 5 feet; still others are trees, some as tall as 40 feet.  Many of the newer cultivars show better fall leaf color and better cold and disease resistance than the old seedling types.  Some cultivars develop attractive trunks with exfoliating bark, which adds interest to the winter garden.Crape myrtles can be grown in all 50 states and in most foreign countries.  These woody perennials return year after year and, depending on variety and climate zone, bloom from early May through late October to provide abundant color with a minimum of maintenance.  Crape myrtles are so well suited because they are long-lived, withstand drought after becoming established, and are relatively free of disease and insect problems.Planting:  Crape myrtle will grow under adverse soil conditions, but it grows and flowers much better in well prepared soil.  Plant in full sun; heavy shade will reduce growth and flowering and will increase disease problems on the foliage and powdery mildew on the flower buds and young growth.  The method for actually planting the tree is the same as recommended for other landscape trees - hole at least twice as wide as the root ball; set tree no deeper than it grew in the container; backfill with the soil removed from the hole.  Research has shown that organic amendments added to the backfill soil are not necessary; in fact they encourage roots to stay in the hole and not grow out into the surrounding native soil.After planting, water thoroughly to settle the soil around the roots.  In the absence of rainfall, water weekly for the first two months after planting.
	Page 2: Watering:  Established crape myrtles will tolerate drought, but flowering is enhanced if plants are watered during dry periods during bloom season.Pruning:  Crape myrtles bloom on new wood, so pruning should be done during the late winter or early spring before new growth begins.  Avoid pruning before the first frost in the fall, since this will force new growth and keep the plant from going dormant.  If a plant is not fully dormant, it can be killed by severe frost.If you want a multi-trunked tree, cut all but one to five branches at ground level.  Remove all side branches up to the height where you want limbs to start.  For intermediate-sized shrubs, cut out only those branches less than pencil size in diameter.  Prune back to within 6 inches of the ground if you want to end up with very low plants.On some earlier-blooming cultivars, pruning to remove spent flowers will stimulate new growth and another flush of bloom in late summer.  On cultivars which bloom after mid-July, it is sometimes difficult to force a second bloom.  The type and amount of pruning to be done each year depends entirely upon the ultimate size and shape of plant you want.  Heavy pruning is not advisable on large old crape myrtles.Diseases:  Crape myrtles are susceptible to several diseases including powdery mildew, Cercospora leaf spot, root rot and sooty mold.  Powdery mildew and Cercospora leaf spot both can be controlled by applying fungicides when they are first noticed.  A number of the newer crape myrtles are known to be disease resistant to both powdery mildew and Cercospora leaf spot.  This, of course, is the best way to prevent disease and allow for low-maintenance landscapes.  Root rot can be prevented by planting crape myrtles in well-drained soil.  The most troublesome problems in crape myrtles are the aphids, honeydew, and sooty mold.  Sooty mold is a black substance that grows on sugary secretions (honeydew) of aphids and soft scales.  Aphids can be washed off with a strong stream of water from a hose.  This should be repeated every few days as new aphids hatch.  There are insecticides which can be used to control scale insects; always read labels to be sure any product you choose is safe for use on crape myrtles.By carefully choosing cultivars to fit your specific need, you can enjoy these drought-tolerant, colorful crape myrtles whether you only have room for a small container, you have spots needing shrubs, or you wish to add one or more trees to your landscape.
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