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	Title: Your Questions Make Interesting Thanksgiving Dinner Conversations
	Author: by Linda Dodge and Michelle Le Strange, Master Gardener Program
	Page 1: Question:  About twenty-five years ago, one of the California fan palms on our family’s property was used for target practice by my grandfather, a self respecting rowdy cowboy.  Ten years ago, I filled the holes in the trunk with a spray cannister of foam, which hardened in place and camouflaged the gunshot wounds.  Now I notice that the wounds are starting to show again and the trunk is becoming quite pitted.  I am starting to worry about the longevity of the tree.  Can you recommend any treatment?Answer:  Although somewhat rare in nature, the California fan palm, known to botanists as Washingtonia filifera, is a familiar sight in California landscapes.  This tree is native to a small area where California, Arizona, and Baja California meet.  It is widely used in landscape plantings along with its taller cousin, the Mexican fan palm (Washingtonia robusta), because of its graceful tropical elegance and hardiness to 18-20°F.  Even mature trees can be uprooted and transplanted to different sites with relative ease.  Palms display very different growth characteristics from other trees because they are more closely related to grasses, prompting some horticulturists to refer to palms as “those wacky arborescent monocots.”  Palms do not form annual rings of new wood on their trunks; in fact, the only new growth is at the large terminal bud at the top of the tree, which is where the fronds and flower stalks emerge from the trunk.  If palm trunks increase in diameter over the years, it is because the tissues swell and create air spaces between the cells already present.   Because there is no potential for active growth in the trunk of that California fan palm, there is no mechanism for repairing the wounds left by target practice all those years ago.  The attempt to fill the holes with a foam product was one course of action, but in the long run it may have been better to leave the holes alone.  Trying to plug the holes just traps moisture behind the foam plug and leads to decay getting established.  In your situation it sounds like secondary damage (decay) has set in, and now there are new wounds.  Alternative is to clean out the wound as much as possible and try to keep it dry.  If the plugs are loose and easy to remove, then pull them out of the holes and try to clean out the wounds as much as possible and try to keep them dry.  If the plugs are tight, then it is better to just leave them where they are.   
	Page 2: Keep an eye on the integrity of the tree trunk and watch for oozing, a sure sign of bacterial infection.  At that time you can decide if you need to remove the tree or not.  Many trees can ooze and go on living for a long time because they are not mortally damaged in structure or physiology.  You are not alone in trying to fix the initial problem.  Some arborists have been known to use concrete, colored to match the trunk as much as possible, for such a repair, but in the end moisture gets trapped inside the tree, which actually accelerates decay. Question:  What can I do to keep my 20 year old ginkgo tree from producing fruit?Answer:  This may sound like a silly question, unless you have ever been near a fruiting ginkgo tree.  The aroma produced by the maturing fruits challenges one’s powers of description.  Words ranging from unpleasant to putrid to plainly excremental have been used to describe the foul smell of ginkgo fruits.  These words seem rather harsh, considering the unique heritage of this stately deciduous tree. Ginkgo biloba, or the maidenhair tree, is native to China and has survived since ancient times, changing very little during its evolution.  This tree is actually related to conifers and may represent a link between the more primitive tree ferns and cycads and the more advanced conifers.  The fan-shaped leaves with parallel veins resemble the fronds of the maidenhair fern, hence the common name of maidenhair tree.  Male and female cones are borne on separate trees and this is the source of woe when using this species in the landscape.  The ginkgo does make a lovely landscape tree; it has a graceful upright shape, brilliant yellow fall color, and it is free of disease and insect pests.  Nurseries commonly propagate and sell only the male trees so as to avoid the problem of the smelly fruit produced by the females.  If fate has saddled you with a female ginkgo tree, I fear you have little recourse.  Several trees produce undesirable fruit in the landscape like olives, crabapples, liquidambars and sycamores.  There are hormonal sprays which are plant growth regulators (sold as ‘Florel’)  that inhibit fruiting if applied at the correct time and if the applicator gets good tree coverage. The Chinese have a method for preparing the ginkgo fruits so that the nut-like kernel inside the fleshy fruit is edible and quite a delicacy, so there’s that option of trying a new recipe.  Finally, the most effective alternative is to replace the female tree with a guaranteed male ginkgo specimen.  That’s your call.
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