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	Title: Getting Rid of Bermudagrass
	Author: by Michelle Le Strange, UC Master Gardener
	Page 1: Many gardeners wish to remove bermudagrass so that they can plant another groundcover, lawn, create a new flowerbed, or just have bare soil.  Bermudagrass is not an easy plant to remove once it is well established because of its extensive underground root system.  It also spreads by above ground stems called stolons and below ground stems called rhizomes. So rototilling an area with bermudagrass just spreads it farther.  If you only have a few patches of bermuda, then get out the shovel and dig it out.  If only it were that easy.  More common are sites that are loaded with bermudagrass. The good new is that now is the perfect time of year to get rid of bermudagrass because the weather is cooling off and bermudagrass growth is slowing down.  Applying a nonselective herbicide can kill established bermudagrass and weeds.  Scythe (pelargonic acid) and Finale (glufosinate) are nonselective contact herbicides, which means they kill only green parts of the plant that are contacted, thus they require many repeat applications when new growth occurs.  Roundup (glyphosate) moves systemically throughout the plant and kills the tops and the roots; one application can often be quite successful. Fall is the best time to try to kill bermudagrass with Roundup because active growth is slowing down. As temperatures cool the plant’s energy is expended less on growth and shifts to storing carbohydrates that move from the grass blades into the roots, rhizomes, and stolons of the bermudagrass. A systemic herbicide will move within the plant more easily and be more effective since growth is slower. Some people claim that Roundup doesn’t work on bermudagrass, but it does if you follow the 10 step process listed below.  This describes how to kill an entire bermudagrass lawn, but it also applies to patches of bermudagrass.  Glyphosate has many trade names (Kleenup, Remuda, Com-Pleet, Weed & Grass Killer, etc.) and all should work with this process. The 10 Step Process1) Keep bermudagrass well watered and fertilized prior to treatment with glyphosate.2) Two weeks prior to glyphosate application stop mowing the lawn.3) Deep water the bermuda 2 days before applying the herbicide (and then do NOT water again for several weeks.)4) Use a 2% solution (2 and 2/3 ounces of Roundup super concentrate (41% glyphosate) per gallon of water) and a small pinch of ammonium sulfate.  Mix well and apply it to the vigorously growing bermuda.  Make sure that you get even coverage of the spray over the entire area.  Spraying in two directions often helps. Thoroughly rinse out your sprayer afterwards.
	Page 2: 5) Do NOTHING to the area for 10-14 days. 6) If there are patches of bermudagrass that were not completely killed, then spot treat with glyphosate.  Wait another week.7) Remove as much of the old bermuda lawn (shoots and roots) as possible.  Set lawnmower at lowest setting and remove clippings, or rent a verticut mower or a sod stripper.  If the lawn is small you can remove it by hand, but it will take some work.  It helps to have two people and try to peel it off the earth like a carpet. Cut a 2' wide strip with a spade, then one person holds the spade and cuts the roots while the other peels the bermudagrass rug back (as thick a strip as possible). 8) Rototill the area in two directions bringing bermudagrass pieces to the surface and rake them away and hand pull them. 9) Allow the area to completely dry down for at least 2-3 weeks and remove any bermuda pieces.  10) If there still is a lot of bermudagrass remaining in the top foot of soil, then repeat the entire process one more time or spot treat again.    Getting rid of bermudagrass in fescue lawns and flowerbeds  If you have tons of time and patience to hand pull the rhizomes (creeping roots) and stolons (creeping stems), you might be able to get rid of bermudagrass in your flowerbeds and lawn.  However these areas will be visibly disturbed and you will still need to prevent the seeds in the soil from germinating. There are a few postemergence herbicides that work on bermudagrass, but what’s used in the lawn can not be used in the flowerbeds and vice versa.  These products might seem expensive at first, but they are concentrated so many applications can be made from a small container.  Read and follow label directions and cautions carefully to insure the best control without damage.   In fescue lawns, a product called Turflon Ester® containing triclopyr can be used to suppress bermuda while it is actively growing and keep it from taking over.  A few monthly applications will be needed. Turflon is also effective on most broadleaf weeds including some tough ones like creeping woodsorrel (oxalis), so be sure to avoid drift onto flowerbeds and ornamentals or damage will occur.  Also avoid spraying Turflon on exposed roots of shallow rooted trees. In flowerbeds, use Grass Getter or Grass-b-Gon to kill any grasses (except annual blue grass) around broadleaf plants. It can be used around many trees and ornamentals with great success.  The bermuda turns a reddish color and dies within one to two weeks.  Be careful not to allow drift onto your lawn.   Follow up with a preemergence herbicide like Barricade, Dimension, Pendimethalin, or Weed Impede to control bermudagrass seedlings in both the lawn and the flowerbeds.
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