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	Title: Summer Rose Care
	Author: by Dianne Sharples, UC Master Gardener
	Page 1: The first full spring blush of roses is ending.  This year the blooms were absolutely gorgeous.Now the question is – how can I keep my roses blooming all summer long?  They may not look quite as grandiose as they did this spring, but you can still keep your roses looking beautiful throughout the summer and well into the fall with a little tender loving care.Start by deadheading your roses (removing the spent blossoms) I try to deadhead once a week and the roses respond to it well with new blooms.  On first year plants, deadhead back to the first outward facing five leaf cluster, cutting about ¼ inch above the leaf cluster at an angle so that water drains away from the leaf cluster.  On more established plants, cut back to an outward facing leaf cluster that has a bud at the base.  Usually this is a five leaf cluster, but not always.  Cut back far enough that you have a strong branch to support the new growth.  It is perfectly okay to shape your rosebush as you deadhead.  A massive pruning would be detrimental to the bush, but cutting and shaping on a continual basis creates a beautiful, productive rose bush.  Cutting out branches that grow to the middle will increase air circulation to the plant which helps prevent powdery mildew and downy mildew.  After deadheading, be sure to clean up clippings and leaves, as this is where diseases and bugs that like roses tend to grow.  Also, as you are pruning, remove suckers (stems growing out of the ground or below the rootstock).  Suckers are less likely to recur if snapped off by hand rather than cutting them off.Roses need regular watering  Too little water leads to leaves browning and falling off, and encourages spider mites.  On the other hand – overwatering can lead to nutritional deficiencies and root diseases.  You don’t need to water every day.  Deep watering once or twice a week will suffice, but three shallower waterings a week is okay.  Roses perform well under drip irrigation.  Mulches around your plants will prevent evaporation and encourage root growth and decrease the need for extra water.  FertilizingGenerally, fertilize new plants in both the spring and the fall, while mature plants only need to be fertilized in the spring.  While some people like to use special rose elixirs, the commercial rose fertilizers have the proper balance of nutrients and will be adequate for your roses unless they have a distinct nutritional problem.  Since we are talking about summer care, there is really no need to fertilize your roses in the summer. 
	Page 2: WeedingWeeds need to be kept down as they compete with the roses for both water and nutrients.  Mulching around roses decreases the amount of weeds and makes them easier to see and hand pick.  Before laying mulch, it is a good idea to weed the area and consider applying a pre-emergent herbicide if your garden is extremely weedy.  Roses are quite sensitive to several postemergent chemicals used for weeds, so it is preferable to stay away from them if possible.  They are particularly sensitive to glyphosate (Roundup and other trade names) and the broadleaf weed killers is they can be absorbed through the stems as well as the leaves, and sometimes the damage may not show up until the next spring.Summer Rose pestsIn the summer, heavy infestations of aphids are rarely a problem and beneficial lady beetles and lace wings are in abundance to take care of those that do appear.  Other bugs that can appear in the summer are rose slugs, caterpillars and thrips.  Rose slugs can be washed off, caterpillars picked off and thrips shaken out of the roses. No amount of chemicals gets rid of the thrips because they live in the blossoms where insecticides do not reach.DiseasesThe most common diseases you will see are powdery mildew, downy mildew and viruses.  Both the mildews are best prevented by providing air circulation around your plants with your pruning/deadheading techniques and spraying them with a strong stream of water early in the day.  I also cut out branches that are infested.  Severe infestations can be treated with fungicides and horticultural or neem oil, but this is not usually necessary.  Viruses cause leaves to discolor, are mostly cosmetic, and there is nothing you can do about them.  The best way to prevent transmission of viruses and diseases from plant to plant is to clean your clippers with alcohol as you move from bush to bush.  This year, because of the very wet winter and spring, you may have seen rust, and or black spot on your roses.  These are both fungal diseases and may require a fungicide or neem oil.  Cleaning up well after pruning is a preventative measure as well as making sure your plant is dry before nightfall.Controlling Critters and DiseasesOne of the best ways to manage insects (aphids, whiteflies, mites, rose slugs) and diseases (powdery mildew and rust) is to hose roses off with a strong stream of water when they are present.  Do it early enough in the day so that leaves dry before nightfall.In SummaryThis sounds like a lot of information, but if you look at it carefully, there’s not that much work.  Deadhead blossoms and prune branches for good air circulation, clean up afterward, water regularly but no more than twice a week, keep the weeds down and spray off your roses with a strong stream of water early in the day when you see problem critters and diseases.  Do these few activities and you will have lovely roses all summer long.
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