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	Title: Gaillardias 
	Author: by Sue Rideout, UC Master Gardener
	Page 1: Sun-loving, drought tolerant and long blooming Gaillardia which is also called the Blanket Flower, is the perfect perennial for our long hot summers in the Central Valley particularly in August when some flowers are flagging in the prolonged heat.  If you have cruised around the neighborhood and noticed clumps of brilliant orange and yellow daisy-like flowers, chances are they are Gaillardias.A member of the aster or sunflower family, this genus of flowers was named after M. Gaillard, a French botany patron, even though gaillardias are native to the central and western United States.  The common name, blanket flower, derives from their resemblance to the bright patterns of Native American blankets.  Also the spreading clumps of plants seem to cover the soil like a blanket.Gaillardias are herbaceous perennials with bright green leaves and hairy stems.  Their flowers, which are 2 to 3 inches wide, bloom in blazing warm shades, often bicolor, with serrated petals and a prominent center.  The plants go dormant in the winter but come back in early spring.Two species, Gaillardia aristata and G. pulchella, have been hybridized to form the most common species used in our gardens, G. x grandiflora.  A perennial, G. aristata is a wildflower which is still used in re-vegetation and wild flower mixes.  A new variety of this species is Fanfare which has tubular petals with flared open yellow tips.  G. pulchella, called Firewheel, is an annual and is sown by seed after danger of frost is past.Several named varieties of G. grandiflora have been developed and most are readily available in nurseries.  Among these are:Several named varieties of G. grandiflora have been developed and most are readily available in nurseries.  Among these are:- Baby Cole, only 7 to 8 inches tall with red and yellow blooms, makes a good border plant.- Goblin, a compact variety, grows about one foot high with large deep red flowers, tipped in bright yellow.- Arizona Sun, one of my favorites, is another compact plant which begins blooming a month before other varieties.  An extremely heavy bloomer, this plant sports mahogany flowers edged in yellow.- Amber Wheels grow about three feet tall with yellow flowers and an amber center.  The robust plants bloom continuously from spring to autumn.- Burgundy has deep red flowers growing 2 to 3 feet tall.- Tokajer, another 2 foot variety, bears four-inch soft orange flowers tipped in peach. - Yellow Queen and Mesa Yellow are 3 foot varieties with intense yellow petals and centers.
	Page 2: Gaillardias are very simple to grow.  Plants can be purchased from the nursery or to get a wider variety they are easy to start from seed.  Plants can be set in the garden in late September or early October.  The seeds, which are large and easy to handle, can be sown directly outside in spring after danger of frost is past.  For an earlier bloom, you can start the seeds in packs or flats inside and then transplant outside when the weather warms.  The seeds should be planted in seed starter soil, covered very lightly and kept in a warm sunny place.  Keep the soil damp but not soggy.Gaillardias are happiest in full sun but will tolerate part shade.  They need well-drained soil and, once established, will stand up to drought conditions.  To keep a continuous bloom, the spent flowers should be plucked.  The seed heads are lovely—a yellow- green perfect globe—but should be discarded when they dry.  No serious pests or diseases affect gaillardias; in my garden even the snails leave them alone.  The plants reseed easily but to get a true plant from the hybrids, you can divide the clumps in early spring. These versatile flowers have many uses in the garden.  They thrive in containers and brighten any sunny perennial garden.  The taller varieties are good for cut flowers and the compact ones make great borders.  Butterflies are attracted to the blooms and birds love the seeds.  Their reseeding habit makes them great for naturalized areas; my gaillardias naturalize my front lawn every year and mowing doesn’t phase them!Companion plants for gaillardia include Coreopsis and Santa Fe phlox which share their low water tolerance and love of full sun.  Gazania, another daisy-like flower, and Coneflower (Echinacea) with its huge center and drooping petals look great with gaillardias.  Plumbago (Ceratostigtma—the perennial, not the shrub) with its intense blue flowers contrasts nicely with the warm colors of gaillardia.  The latter three plants may need a little more moisture but the extra water won’t affect the gaillardias. So for some bright, long-lasting color in your garden, try easy-maintenance gaillardias.
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