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	Title: Asian Woolly Hackberry Aphid Takes Residence in CA:  Creates Drippy Mess 
	Author: by Michelle Le Strange, Master Gardener Advisor
	Page 1: The Asian Woolly Hackberry Aphid was discovered in California for the first time in the summer of 2002. In August several cities in the Valley started to complain about the sticky gooey mess under their Chinese hackberry trees. Closer inspection revealed that a small aphid, about ¼-inch long and covered with white, fuzzy wax was secreting honeydew as thick as maple syrup. The aphid originated in Asia but it has been in Florida for several years. This aphid is easy to see and infests both upper and lower leaf surfaces. Like many other aphids the females give birth to living young all summer long, so populations can build to very high levels by late summer.While the honeydew is a great nuisance, control is probably not needed to protect the long-term health or survival of otherwise healthy trees. This is based on experience with other woolly aphid pests of trees, like the woolly ash (tree) aphid, and on reports from the Southeast United States where they've experienced the Asian woolly hackberry aphid. Aphid control in other locations: In response to complaints, the City of Modesto is spraying trees with insecticidal soap. This is more to wash the leaves and remove honeydew than to control the aphids. And they advised citizens that they would return in late winter with systemic insecticide treatments applied to the soil around the trees (instead of tree top spray applications). The City of San Mateo also says that insecticidal soap spraying on their downtown hackberry trees appears to provide control of the messy pests and is satisfying the businesses there.Locally my office has received complaints from Dinuba and Visalia where relatively young hackberry trees have become noticeably infested. Because the honeydew is so plentiful and the trees are relatively small the initial reaction from parking lot patrons is to remove the trees. It is easy to understand why people complain about the sticky mess, but removing the trees might be unfair and unusual punishment. Like the woolly ash aphid that wreaked havoc on Modesto and Raywood ash trees in the valley ten years ago, it appears that beneficial insects will eventually be able to bring the Asian woolly hackberry aphid under control. "Under control" means reducing the pest populations to a low enough level that the drippy honeydew is barely noticeable.
	Page 2: For now, consider tolerating the problem. Two summers ago I inspected several young hackberry trees at our office and noticed beneficial lacewing eggs all over the infested trees. When a lacewing egg hatches, the larva feeds on the aphid. By fall the woolly aphid populations had declined dramatically. In spring of 2004 aphid populations became very noticeable in April and I was anticipating a long drippy summer, but was pleasantly surprised when ladybugs competently reduced the aphid populations back to near zero. Ladybug adults and larvae were crawling up and down our twenty trees. Eventually the ladybugs ran out of the aphid food source and our trees have barely dripped a drop. Limit foliar spraying to low-toxicity materials such as insecticidal soap or oil. Even though these materials are not as effective as harsher insecticides, they are safer in the environment. Even insecticides won't work as well as they should because it is too hard to get thorough coverage of waxy-covered insects on the underside of the leaves in a mature hackberry tree. Spray drift becomes more of a hazard than killing aphids. A soil application of systemic insecticide containing imidacloprid (available to the homeowner as Bayer Advanced Garden Tree & Shrub Insect Control Concentrate) works, but can be costly. Late winter to early spring (around the time of flush of new leaves) is believed to be the most effective soil treatment time, but the applications can be made at any time of year. Just remember that it will take several weeks for the insecticide to move into the roots, up the trunk and into the leaves before it has an effect on the aphid. From Florida where this pest has occurred for several years, heavy infestations of aphids are nothing more than a nuisance, causing little if any damage to trees. 
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