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In My Garden - April 2010
by Betty Coffelt, UC Master Gardener

April kind of snuck up on me. The beautiful weather is a big help in getting me outside to work in the
yard and garden. We're in Spring Bloom Time with so many plants showing their color. If you plant
some summer annuals this month, you will have color through the fall.

I got behind in February and still haven't caught up yet. One of the things I didn't get done in February
was to get the first application of fertilizer on our citrus trees. So I skipped the first application and
made the second application the last week of March. I did not double up on fertilizer, but used the
correct amount. If you miss an application and it is time for the next, do not double up on fertilizer.

Since the fruit is of f the grapefruit, orange and lemon, I also sprayed them with dormant oil to help kill
the cottony cushion scale that has invaded. TI'll have to wait on the tangerine tree, since we still have a
few tangerines left.

My citrus is just in the popcorn stage of bloom now. Their aroma is very sweet and fills the air on the
side of the house when they are in full bloom. We also get the fragrance from the orange grove that is
only three blocks from our house. If you have citrus and a limited space to grow them, now is a good
time to cut them back to a manageable size or just shape them up. My trees just need a little shaping
as they grew some tall limbs way above the canopy of the tree trees. Some of these limbs also have
frost damage.

I spent the last half of March finishing the clean up and cutting back dead growth on perennials. Some
of my specialty mums are fairly frost sensitive so I wait to remove last year's dead growth until T am
almost certain it will not frost again. These mums also get cut back to 6" of new growth and then I put
oyster shell down the center of the plant fo keep the snails out. Snails seem to really like the new
growth of the mums. I also put the oyster shell in the peonies and the hostas.

Most of my peonies are setting buds now. The earliest bloomer has buds about 1" in diameter and will
be blooming by the end of the month. Peonies that have a dense bloom make good dried flowers, holding
their color for over a year. The trick is to pick them when they are only the size of a quarter and just
starting to open. I cut a fairly long stem, group 6-10, tie them with a rubber band, and then hang them
upside down until dry. I usually forget about them and when I do look they have dried. I then store
them flower end up to be used later. The dried stems can be cut to any length.

If you have camellias, you will want to cut them back and clean up around them as soon as they finish
blooming. After they are trimmed and the ground underneath them is clean, it is time to fertilize for
next year's blooms.




Out in the garden we have been busy replacing rotted 4 by 4s in the grape arbor with metal uprights.
We will have to wait and see if there was some damage to the roots of the grape vines with the digging
up the concrete of the old 4 by 4s. The grapes are just beginning to leaf out now. I will watch as we
had some mildew last year. I want to catch it early so it doesn't do any damage this year. I will start to
spray sulfur when the new vines are about 6" in length.

Fruit trees have finished blooming and most have small fruits on them now. By the time the fruit is
quarter size they will need to be thinned, probably later in the month or early next. Thinning is
important and hard for some people to do; it just seems that you are taking off so much fruit. If you
don't thin the fruit, the limbs will break and the fruit will be small. The fruit is so small now that it is
hard to imagine how big it will get. A good rule of thumb is to leave at least the width of your fist
between each fruit. You will still be left with plenty of fruit to eat.

In the vegie garden I have planted hot and mild peppers, and the tomatoes I started from seed will go
in this month. The onion plants are beginning to show signs of the bulb developing. Remember onions

have a shallow root system so they need frequent watering.

Watch the weather. It's about time to turn the sprinklers back on. Enjoy your Spring and watch your
weeds. I just noticed my first spotted spurgel
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