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Mission Statement

To create and implement a voluntary self-
assessment program that ranchers will use to evalu-
ate all aspects of their ranching operations. To en-

stew-ard-ship (noun) — 7: the office, duties, and

sure the sustainability of production, lands, and B o coniclng, super-

families. To show good stewardshi p of animals and careful and responsible management of something
entrusted to one's care <stewardship of our natural

nCl'l' u I"Cl| I"ZSO ur CeS - resources> — Merriam-Webster Online Dictionary

Developed by a committee of ranchers with input by resource profes-
sionals, this project is intended primarily as a self-help tool to stimu-
late awareness and critical thought about how to achieve sustainabil-
Economically Socially ity with a “positive points” philosophy; i.e., recognize existing efforts
Viable Responsible and motivate to continually strive to enhance successful operations.

Sustainability

This is a means for ranchers to document good practices and identify

three vital cogs

in the same specific action items to improve their operation. This will help the indi-
s vidual rancher as well as the industry as it relates to finances, regula-
Environmentally tions, public relations, and overall good stewardship.

Sound

Assessment Categories

+ Livestock Management

* Soil Management

* Forage Management

* Biodiversity / Wildlife Conservation
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® n cause damage and under what conditions damage is likely to occur is a key objective.
e u a I o a e u a o st invasive plant species, but knowledge of appropriate active mang
nt such plants from spreading. Rodent and predator control can improve
[here are up to 10 ques-
* People Management
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- Good of th lisap site to good ranching. Soil s il
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FORAGE MANAGEMENT
® n e r Good management of rangeland forage provides many important advantages. It not only provides food for livestock,
ro I I I 0 OW 0 0 r but food and cover for wildlife, a filter to slow and cleanse runoff as well as increase percolation, and protection of the | |
following vear's emerging forage. Public perception of rangeland stewardship is usually most influenced by how
much of the available forage that landowners leave. T
. . u I |
¢ Mo n I To r I ng to h Ig h/best) [ ] S Co res Rate your practices on a scale of 0-10 (poor to excellent), n/a = not applicable
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* Pest Management | |
Jo your grazing practices allow native plants, e g, oaks, wildflowers, and grasses, to regencrate?
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. WGTe r Qua I I Ty = = . Are vou fambiar with the potential benefits of managed grazing ses of your
base to ident |fy and
I Do yvou understand the terms overgrazing, overbaring, and biological overgrazing”?
track needs and L e I B
Ay EEE———
Ranching Sustainability Self-Assessment Score Sheet g re S S . I u rt h e r d eve I —
/ ]
opn ients include self-

help materials to fa-
cilitate improvement
efforts.

Visit our website

planned for
sustainability?
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