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LEARNING TO IDENTIFY unwanted plants around the home, farm or ranch will be
much easier with this book published by the Western Society of Weed Science and
co-sponsored by the Cooperative Extension of the United States. WEEDS OF THE
WEesT will help you identify weeds that compete with native plants, horticultural

and agricultural crops, as well as those that can poison livestock and people.

This extensive, easy-to-use guide contains more tha

the early growth stages, mature plants, and featy $3 8 2
each weed discussed. Descriptions, habitats and u

also included in this handy reference guide.
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ative oaks are a vital and

N important component of the
vegetation of California.

They grow in a wide variety of
habitats and help provide a distinctive
character to the landscape. Not only
are they beautiful to look at, but they
also provide food and shelter for many
wildlife species, they stabilize soil,
and they help counteract the
“greenhouse effect” by taking up
carbon dioxide and producing oxygen.

It is estimated that one or more species
of oaks grow on over 20 percent of the
state’s 100 million acres of land. Un-
fortunately, there are also reports that
some native oaks may not be regener-
ating very well in some locations.
Poor natural regeneration raises
concerns about the long term fate of
these species. To assist Mother Nature
in establishing new oak trees, efforts
are underway to plant acoms and
small seedlings. Such regeneration
efforts will ensure that our magnifi-
cent oaks, which have graced
California valleys and foothills for
thousands of years, will be around for
future generations to enjoy also.

The following guidelines provide suc-
cessful techniques for growing oak
trees. While there are many ways 10
getan oak tree started, the procedures
described have proved successful for a
variety of species and environments,

ACORNS OR. SEEDLINGS?

Oak trees can be started by either di-
rectly planting acorns or transplanting
small seedlings. However, since rela-
tively few native oak seedlings are
produced in the state, it may be

difficult to purchase them. Those that
are produced are generally grown in
containers ranging in size from a few
cubic inches 1o 5 or 15 gallons.
Seedlings grown in the smaller
containers should be no more than one
year old before transplanting since
they quickly outgrow small pots. Even
with large containers, it is important
that seedlings be transplanted within a
couple of years since oaks tend to pro-
duce massive root systems and can
casily become “pot-bound.”

Some bareroot oak seedlings are also
available. For the past several years
the California Department of Forestry
Nursery at Magalia has been growing,
and making available to the public,
several species of oaks. The supply of
both container and bareroot oak
seedlings should increase in future
years as techniques for rearing them
are developed and perfecied, and more
people express an interest in planting
native oaks.

The choice of whether to plant acoms
or seedlings depends on a whole host
of factors including availability of
planting material and conditions at the
planting site. Generally, acoms are
easier to plant, but the survival of
seedlings may be greater if they are
planted correctly at the right time of
the year, Another factor that may in-
fluence the choice is what kinds of
animals are present at the planting site.
If there are high populations {

cating rodents (ground squirr,

deer mice), it may be easier i
seedlings than trying 10 protef

acoms.

MaNTAIN LocAL SeeD
SOURCES

Since most tree species have adapted
to the specific environments where
they grow, it is important to only plant
a given oak species in areas where it
naturally occurs or where it may have
grown in the past. Even within a
species, you must be careful to only
plant acorns or seedlings that come
from a parent tree growing in the same
general environment. If you took an

acorn from a blue oak tree growing on
the coast and planted it in the foothills
of the Sicrra Nevada, for instance, it
would probably grow poorly, or die,
even though blue caks grow in both
locations. Since coastal trees are
genetically adapted to more temperate,
moister conditions, they would be
subject to injury from the colder, drier
conditions of the interior. If you
collect acorns yourself, you can be
sure where they come from, and know
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