
Commensal Rodents

Norway rat
Roof rat

House mouse



Rats & Mice



Norway rat



Roof rat



House mouse 





Deer mouse, 
Peromyscus maniculatus







Integrated Wildlife Damage 
Control

Exclusion
Habitat Management
Frightening / behavioral change
Repellents
Population reduction



¾-inch gap between wall covering and framing at 
roof joint, allowing rodents easy access



Find and seal gaps around locations where utilities 
enter structures.



chapter in 
Prevention and Control of Wildlife Damage



Habitat Management:  Sanitation

Reduce cover (shelter)
– Landscape plants, debris

Reduce or eliminate food sources
– Rubbish, pet food, bird feeders, compost 
piles, fruits and vegetables, etc.

Reduce or eliminate free water 
(for rats)



Close all holes and gaps…

> ½ inch to exclude rats
> ¼ inch to exclude mice

Rodent-Proof Construction 
Techniques



snap traps



live-capture traps



glue traps



Baits for Rat & Mouse Traps

peanut butter

peanut butter / rolled oats mixture

nutmeat

kibbled dog food

cotton ball

no bait at all



trap placement







Rodenticides –
ready-to-use toxic baits



Registered Rat & Mouse Toxicants:
(anticoagulants)

Warfarin
Chlorophacinone
Diphacinone
Brodifacoum*
Bromadialone*
Difethialone*

* ”second generation”



Registered Rat & Mouse Toxicants:
(non-anticoagulants)

Zinc phosphide
Bromethalin
Cholecalciferol



Agricultural Commissioners’ Offices

are selling
a rodent bait 

specifically labeled for rats & mice



Rodent Bait Stations





EPA Rodenticide Re-registration 
Process, 1998 – 2007

Concerns:

Non-target hazards 

Accidental human poisoning  (primarily 
children)



“Secondary Hazard”



Rat poisoned with anticoagulant





(Current) Use Restrictions:
For control of Norway rats, roof rats, and house mice.

Urban Areas:
This product may be used in and around the periphery 
of homes, industrial, commercial, and public 
buildings.  May also be used in alleys.  

Non-Urban Areas:
This product may be used in and around homes and 
agricultural buildings. 



Source of the Problem:

Use, as specified on label ?

Unintentional misuse ?

Intentional misuse?



Proposed Mitigation

Rat & mouse baits for retail sale will be sold only 
in tamper-resistant bait stations with solid bait blocks 
contained within, with more restrictive uses.

Second-generation anticoagulants will be limited 
to agricultural & professional users.

All anticoagulants for field (non-structural) use 
will be Restricted Use Pesticides.

To be implemented in June2011




