
Principles of
Vertebrate Pest Control
(Wildlife Damage Management)



Human-Wildlife Conflicts

Competition for food and space
“Nuisance” problems
Damage to structures, crops, landscaping, other 
resources
Public health concerns
Public safety concerns



Identify the Culprits

recognize typical damage

look for confirming evidence

know the animal’s biology & behavior

legal status



Some species readily adapt 
to living close to people…







and sometimes suffer the 
consequences…





Define the Problem
quantify damage or risk
size of area involved
population density and distribution
seasonality or other trends
predictability
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Who are the neighbors?



Do your homework

Books, journals
magazines / periodicals
expertise of colleagues - networking
–associations, professional groups
– Internet / Bulletin Boards



UC-IPM’s Pest Notes series…





UC Publication 21385

Wildlife Pest Control 
around Gardens and 
Homes

T. Salmon, D. Whisson, and R. Marsh
2006

$25 + shipping



Make a Plan, and Do It

step-by-step, with a time line
components / elements of damage control
– Exclusion
– Habitat Manipulation
– Frightening / behavioral change
– Repellents
– Removal / Population reduction

evaluate your success or failure
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Woman Foils Bear 
with Zucchini
Sept. 24, 2010

Frenchtown, Montana

The zucchini was the first thing she 
spotted when she tried to save her collie, 
Brin, from the attacking bear.

According to Montana Fish, Wildlife and 
Parks, shortly after midnight Wednesday, 
a woman living in the mountains near 
Frenchtown let her three dogs outside.  
One began barking.  She opened the door 
and saw an adult black bear running 
toward her dog.  She told officials she 
screamed and the bear swung toward her. 

It moved toward her open door and she kicked 
at it, but the bear swiped her leg with its paw 
and turned back toward the dog.

She grabbed the large zucchini off her counter 
and threw it at the bear, hitting it near the head.  
The woman received minor scratches on her leg 
that  did not require medical attention.  The 
collie was taken to a Missoula veterinarian for 
treatment and observation and does not appear 
to have life-threatening injuries.
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Pesticides include…

Toxicants (poisons)
Fumigants (poisonous gasses)
Repellents

…basically anything with a “label” (and an EPA 
Registration Number)



Basic Pesticide Rules:

• Read and Follow the label 

• Use appropriate personal 
protection equipment & clothing

• Know your legal responsibility 



About “home remedies”

Legality
– On one’s own property vs commercial use
– UC typically does not recommend

Efficacy
Hazard
– To the applicator
– To non-target species



Agency Responsibilities

County Agricultural Commissioner

USDA APHIS Wildlife Services

California Department of Fish and Game

U.S. Fish &  Wildlife Service

California Department of Pesticide Regulation

Department of Health Services: Vector-Borne Disease Section 
and Veterinary Public Health Section
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http://www.aphis.usda.gov/ws/ca/index.htm



“Who you gonna call???”



USDA APHIS Wildlife Services
North District:

Del Norte*, Siskiyou, Modoc, Humboldt, 
Trinity, Shasta, Lassen, Mendocino, Tehama*, 
Glenn, Butte, Plumas, Sutter, Yuba, Nevada, & 

Sierra Counties

* limited to technical assistance only

Jim Shuler, District Supervisor
(530) 336-5623



County Agricultural 
Commissioner



‘Nuisance Wildlife Control Operators’
(NWCOs)

--a growing industry

for example:

Gregg Crawford, “The Gopher Guy”



Common Wildlife Problems:

Rats & Mice
Voles (Meadow mice)
Ground Squirrels

Pocket Gophers & Moles
Deer
Birds

Others …?



Robert M. Timm
Extension Wildlife Specialist

Hopland Research & Extension Center
Hopland, California

rmtimm@ucdavis.edu


