
Bird Damage 
Management







Components:
Exclusion
Habitat Manipulation
Frightening / behavioral change
Repellents
Population reduction



Federal Law 
protects all birds 
except…

– English (house) sparrows
– European starlings
– Domestic pigeons



Is it legal?



Provisions within 
State Fish & Game code for…

uCrop depredation
uPublic health problems (roosts)
uOther situations of economic loss and 
risk when caused by protected species



Protection can apply to…

uNests
uEggs
uNestlings
uNon-lethal efforts to control damage 
or nuisance aspects (harassment 
/frightening efforts)



When making birds damage 
control recommendations…

it’s better to err on the side 
of caution!

(ask a regulatory authority 
first!)



Components:
Exclusion
Habitat Manipulation
Frightening / behavioral change
Repellents
Population reduction



Exclusion

u Netting

u Wires





Wires:

monofilament
or
metal



Frightening devices…



eyespot balloons



Frightening

uPersistent

uConstantly changing

uMultiple stimuli

uTiming!

uPreventative




