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EMERALD STAR GUIDELINES 
 
 In 1992 Kern County implemented the Emerald Star Award for 4-H members 14 
years of age and older to enter a new phase of leadership, responsibility, and 
citizenship.  This rank was added to give 4-H members the opportunity to enhance the 
county 4-H program.  It also prepares 4-H members for All Star responsibilities if they 
chose to apply to become an All Star at a later date. 
 
 
What does an Emerald Star do?   
 
An Emerald Star applicant must present a plan of proposed leadership to be completed 
during the following one-year period.  They must complete this plan, submit a self-
evaluation on their plan (after completion), and show good leadership qualities and 
overall 4-H work throughout the year.  The project or plan must provide service to the 
Kern County 4-H program. 
 
 
Who is eligible to apply for the Emerald Star? 
 
Kern County 4-H members who: 
  

• Have completed two years of 4-H and were at least 14 years of age by 
January 1 of the current year. 

• Hold the rank of Gold Star (this is optional). 
• Are currently enrolled in a Junior/Teen Leader project. 
• Are approved for nomination by the Community Club Leader.  

 
How do you become an Emerald Star? 
 

1. Identify an adult who will serve as adult advisor to the project or plan. 
2. Prepare the “4-H Emerald Star Application (Part One)” and submit it to the 

Cooperative Extension Office by December 1st or June 1st. 
3. Review the project or plan with the interview committee.  An interview date will be 

set up after the application is turned in.  At the interview, the applicant is to dress 
in the 4-H uniform or as you would dress for a job interview. 

4. Complete your prepared project or plan. 
5. Prepare the final report, “4-H Emerald Star Completion Report (Part Two)” and 

submit it to the Cooperative Extension Office. 
6. Applicant will give an oral report, 3 – 5 minutes in length, before the Kern County 

4-H Leader Council. 
 
 
In accordance with applicable State and Federal laws and University policy, the University of California does not discriminate in any 
of its policies, procedures, or practices on the basis of race, religion, color, national origin, sex, marital status, sexual orientation, 
age, veteran status, medical condition or handicap.  Inquiries regarding this policy may be addressed to the Affirmative Action 
Director, University of California, Agriculture and Natural Resources, 300 Lakeside Drive, 6th Floor, Oakland, CA 94612-3560,  (510) 
987-0097.  

 
UC Cooperative Extension, 1031 South Mt. Vernon Avenue, Bakersfield, CA  93307, Telephone (661) 868-6200. 

 



What should the project or plan be? 
 
The 4-H member must present a plan of proposed leadership to be offered on a multi-
club basis, county or area level, or in the community during the following year.  Some 
examples are: 
 

• Organize a county-wide project workshop or field day. 
• Plan and conduct training at local 4-H clubs on selected topics such as 

presentations, record books, citizenship, etc. 
• Organize and conduct a 4-H outreach program to promote 4-H or a specific  

4-H event such as LCORT, State Leadership Conference, Camp, etc. 
 
These are only examples.  Your plan can be something that has been done before and 
needs to be repeated or it can be something that no one has ever done.  It should fill a 
need in the 4-H program or community. 
 
 
How are Emerald Stars award recipients recognized? 
 
Those who complete the process will receive their award when they give their oral 
report before Leader Council.  The award is a pin in the shape of a star and emerald in 
color.  It is pinned over the existing cloth star rank, ie. bronze, silver, gold.  Emerald Star 
recipients are also recognized at County Awards Night. 
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4-H EMERALD STAR APPLICATION 
PART ONE 

 
 
NAME_________________________________________ PHONE_______________ 
 
ADDRESS_____________________________________ CITY_________________ 
 
ZIP CODE___________________ 4-H CLUB_____________________________ 
 
TITLE OF PLAN OR PROJECT____________________________________________ 
(Additional pages may me added if needed) 
 

1.   What is the purpose of this plan or project? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.   What are your goals?  What will you learn?  What will others learn?  What do you  

 want to accomplish or achieve with this project? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.   What is your plan of action to achieve these goals?  (Explain what you are planning 

to do and what kind of activity/project work it will be). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4.   What type of audience will benefit from the plan or project? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5.   What do you expect to gain from this experience? 
 
 
 
 
 
 



6.   What resources (people, material, facilities, etc.) will you use? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7.   Will the plan or project need financing?  Yes____  No____  If so, how much will you 
      need?  What will the money be used for?  How will the money be acquired? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8.   What date will your project be completed by?_______________________________ 
 
 
______________________________________________ _____________________ 
(Signature of Emerald Star Applicant)    (Date) 
 
 
______________________________________________ _____________________ 
(Signature of Emerald Star Project Advisor)   (Date) 
 
I understand the size and scope of the project/plan my son/daughter is submitting 
and support him/her in carrying it out: 
 
______________________________________________ _____________________ 
(Signature of Parent or Guardian)     (Date) 
 
 
I nominate this 4-H member to be considered for the Emerald Star program: 
 
 
______________________________________________ _____________________ 
(Signature of Community Club Leader)    (Date) 
 
Approved by Emerald Star Committee Members: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Date Approved:_________________________________________________________ 
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4-H EMERALD STAR COMPLETION REPORT 
PART TWO 

 
NAME__________________________________________ PHONE_______________ 
 
ADDRESS_______________________________________ CITY_________________ 
 
ZIP CODE____________________ 4-H CLUB_____________________________ 
 
This is the final report of your plan or project.  You will also be giving an oral report to 
the Kern Count 4-H Leader Council.  Photographs are optional.  When you have 
completed this report, turn it in to the Cooperative Extension Office. 
(Additional pages may be added to the report if needed). 
 
TITLE OF PLAN OR PROJECT____________________________________________ 
 
1.  How did you complete your plan?  What happened?  What did you do?  Who was   

involved?  How did you advertise it?  What were the results? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.   What did you learn form this project or plan? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.   If there were participants, what did they learn? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4.   What were the highlights of doing this and what were the low points? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



5.    If you could go back to the beginning of this project and start fresh, what changes  
       would you make in the plan you wrote and the work you did developing this  
       activity? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
_________________________________________________ ________________ 
(Signature of Emerald Star Applicant)     (Date) 
 
 
_________________________________________________ ________________ 
(Signature of Project Advisor)      (Date) 
 
 
When you have completed your project and written report, submit the final report to the 
Cooperative Extension Office. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
05/01 


