


Speciaity Crops

« New: crops that have not been grown Iin
the region

 Jraditional crops grown for a unigue
market.... Helrloom varieties, exceptional

taste, health attributes

* Traditional crops grown out of season



Speclaity: Crops
Marketing Considerations

« Sltuation Analysis
« Objectives

* Budget

« Actioni Plan

« Measurement



Situation Analysis

« Market Potential

« Custemer needs

« Differential Advantages ofi a product

« Competition’s strengths and weaknesses

« Grower operation’s strengths and weakness
» Possible market segments or niches



Other Specialty: Crop
Considerations

» Establishment Cost
« Speciall Equipment



Establishment Costs

« Supplies

« Lapor

» EXpert Services

« Land Preparation




Special Eguipment

« SiZzing| Equipment

« Color sorting Equipment
« Packing

« [Harvesting



Speciaity: and Exotic
Cucurbits
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Speciaity: and Exotic
Solanum






















































Manlpulate irrigation water salinity

Incorporate irrigation practices to improve
sweetness (deficit irrigation)

.
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Cool Season Vegetables






Chinese cabbage
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Principal Characternstics
commoen; Dwarif Papaya

« [rees are 4-6 ft. tall

« Often produce crop seven months after
transplanting.

Average production period: 9-12 months.
Fruit size 3 to 6 Ibs.

High brix: 12%

Estimated production costs: $10,000



Growing Papaya

« \Wellldrained: soll
* pH 6.5-7.5

* Soil texture: most are OK, But must have good
drainage

« |deal climate: tropical

« Plants need humidity, luminoesity and sufficient
water

« Papaya Diseases: Papaya ring spot virus,
Botrytis and a roet fungus

« Two spotted mite



Growing papaya

* Plant spacing: traditienall 12° X6’
« Plant spacing at KAC: 7" X7’
* N 150-200 lbs/acre (So. Amer. 200-350 Ibs)

« Remoeve male plants: 67% hermaphrodite, 25%
female, 8% male

« Both hot and cold weather effect sex ratios and
fruit guality.

* Planting by twes, remove males

* Old leaf removal
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st Research Studies
Dr. Carlos Crisosto




Parameters for Selected Cultivars
6/25/05

1.7 84.2 14.5
1.3 55.7 11.8
1.8 26.5 17.3
1.6 56.0 12.2
1.6 77.1 12.9
1.7 47.2 12.9
1.2 50.6 14.0
Legacy 1.5 5.1 11.9

1 Compression to a depth of 4mm

> Weight of 30 fruit harvested at random









Califomia Blueberry Acreage
Estimate
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Blueberry Acreage in California
Total 4,700 + 200 Acres

Northern San Joaquin Valley

0]
20% Southern San Joaquin Valley

65%

Central and Southern Coast
15%
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\arety. Tfherm [Erect status Fruit size
Apache no Erect Large
Arapano no Erect Large
Boysen yes Trailing Large
Bliazos yes Erect Large
Chester no Erect Medium
Kiowa yes Erect Very large
Marionberry yes Trailing Medium
Olallie yes Trailing Medium
Ouachita no Erect Large
Silvan yes Trailing Medium




Other Specialty Crops
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Cut flowers
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Long Nose Eggplant
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Creps Grown Out off Season

astic Culture

nade Cloth

eating Rew Covers
ant Bed culture
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hank You!

Manuel Jimenez, Farm Advisor
University: ofi Califormnia
Cooperative Extension

4437 S. LLaspina St. Ste B,
Tulare, California 93274

Tel: 559-685-3303

Email; mimenez@ucdavis.edu
\Website: http://cetulare.ucdavis.edu
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