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The literature on Community Supported Agriculture to date
has dealt largely with specific projects. These examples have
been enough to interest hundreds of farms to start new CSA
projects. Each new situation brought innovations.

In addition to the diverse options under the umbrella term
“CSA,” a number of common threads have emerged. Making
the Connection is an effort by Placer County Cooperative
Extension and the Small Farm Center to describe these
threads to farmers and respond to common problems and
questions. The hope is that it will entice more local farmers
to start CSAs, and make the process a little easier.

Although only a few people wrote and edited this
handbook, many people made direct and indirect
contributions by their writings and examples. Throughout
the text are the names of farms and farmers whose
experience made this handbook possible.
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This handbook has been designed as a workbook. In
addition to the narrative text and examples from CSA farms,
there are places that ask you to think about the material,
consider how it applies to your situation, and write down
your thoughts.

The handbook is divided into chapters, each covering a
general subject. The chapters are divided into sections.
Several sections end with worksheets that pose questions
about you and your farm. The answers will help you develop
your CSA. At the end of several chapters are blank charts
and forms. Use them for running your CSA or adapt them so
they fit your project. Places in the text which refer to one of
the worksheets, charts or forms are marked with an icon:

The appendix of this handbook treats a number of subjects
in greater detail. Topics in the main text which are further
explained in the appendix are also marked with an icon:

Finally, this material has been published in a binder so that
you can easily remove and insert items, and so that copying
material will be easier.

In using this handbook, if you find something which is
wrong, doesn’t work for you, or ought to be changed, please
contact Placer County Cooperative Extension (77477 E
Avenue, Auburn, CA 95603) at (916) 889-7385 or FAX
(916) 889-7397, in order that future editions of this
publication can be improved.
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