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Development CostDevelopment Cost

Total CostTotal Cost:: $11,000 to $20,000 $11,000 to $20,000 
per acre not including land costper acre not including land cost
Major CostMajor Cost:: Acidification, Mulch, Acidification, Mulch, 
Irrigation system, Fumigation, and Irrigation system, Fumigation, and 
Blueberry PlantsBlueberry Plants
Long TermLong Term:: Weed Control and Weed Control and 
MulchingMulching











Capital InvestmentsCapital Investments

Packing Equipment:Packing Equipment: $150,000 to $150,000 to 
$800,000 for simple equipment line$800,000 for simple equipment line
Facility for Packing and Facility for Packing and Cooling:CostCooling:Cost ??
Product HandlingProduct Handling
ManagementManagement













Clam Shell PackerClam Shell Packer













Cultural CostCultural Cost

PruningPruning:: Summer and WinterSummer and Winter
MulchingMulching:: Annual to BiAnnual to Bi--AnnualAnnual
FertigationFertigation:  Acid and Nutrients:  Acid and Nutrients
CostCost:: $2,200 to $3,800 or       $2,200 to $3,800 or       

higherhigher









WhereWhere’’s the Money?s the Money?

Harvest:Harvest: Hand Labor piece rateHand Labor piece rate
Labor:Labor: Availability and qualityAvailability and quality
Cost:Cost: $.52 to $1.15/Lb. to the picker$.52 to $1.15/Lb. to the picker
Auxiliary Cost:   Supervision, Contractor Auxiliary Cost:   Supervision, Contractor 

Commission, Overhead, Commission, Overhead, 
Materials and Field Materials and Field 
SanitationSanitation

Total Cost:Total Cost: $.70 to $1.72/Lb. to Cold Storage$.70 to $1.72/Lb. to Cold Storage



Packing CostPacking Cost

Cost Based on 12 pack of 6 oz. ClamsCost Based on 12 pack of 6 oz. Clams
Materials:Materials: $1.35 to $1.80 per box$1.35 to $1.80 per box
Labor and Overhead:Labor and Overhead: $.39 to .60/Lb.$.39 to .60/Lb.
Cooling and Handling:Cooling and Handling: $.35 to .75/box$.35 to .75/box
Box weight:Box weight: 4.5 net, 4.7 to 4.9 actual4.5 net, 4.7 to 4.9 actual
Total cost per pound:Total cost per pound: $1.02 to $1.72/Lb.$1.02 to $1.72/Lb.
Pack Out Percentage:Pack Out Percentage: 60% to 95%60% to 95%



Sales PricingSales Pricing
Example OnlyExample Only

Sales Price $14.95 for 6oz. BoxSales Price $14.95 for 6oz. Box
Gross Price per Pound:Gross Price per Pound: $3.32$3.32
Commission:  8% to 10% or variationsCommission:  8% to 10% or variations
Gross Sale $14.95 = Net Sale $13.75Gross Sale $14.95 = Net Sale $13.75
Grower price per pound = $3.05 less Grower price per pound = $3.05 less 
harvest cost and packingharvest cost and packing



Grower ReturnGrower Return
$14.95 per Box Sale$14.95 per Box Sale

Example OnlyExample Only

Gross Sales Return:Gross Sales Return: $3.05/Lb$3.05/Lb
Packing Cost:Packing Cost: $1.10/Lb$1.10/Lb
Harvest Labor:Harvest Labor: $1.15/Lb$1.15/Lb
Pack out % Adjustment:Pack out % Adjustment: $0.27/Lb$0.27/Lb

Net Return to Grower:$0.53/LbNet Return to Grower:$0.53/Lb



Grower ReturnGrower Return
$11.00 per Box Sale$11.00 per Box Sale

Example OnlyExample Only

Gross Sales Return:Gross Sales Return: $2.22/Lb$2.22/Lb
Packing Cost:Packing Cost: $1.10/Lb$1.10/Lb
Harvest Labor:Harvest Labor: $1.15/Lb$1.15/Lb
Pack out % Adjustment:Pack out % Adjustment: $0.21/Lb$0.21/Lb

Net Return to GrowerNet Return to Grower:$:$--.24/Lb.24/Lb
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