WRITING A FASHION COMMENTARY
Purpose

· Give information about the model and the outfit

· Make both the model and the outfit sound great

Ideas on developing a commentary
· Give information about you and your interests, such as where you are from, other 4-H projects, years in 4-H, future plans, summer job, etc.

· Give inspiration for or reason or occasion the outfit was planned.  This could be the theme for the commentary.  (Jennifer had the first football game of the fall in mind when she chose this autumn plaid.  She’ll be cheering...)

· Keep sentences short and easily readable.

· Use questions and exclamations to give more variety to the tone of voice.

· Create an appealing mental picture with descriptive words.  (Ice creamy tones of raspberry and lime...)

· Avoid the obvious or make it more interesting.  Rather than saying “yellow dress” make it “sunny” or “lemon.” Rather than saying “it buttons up the front,” say “buttons brighten the front.”

· Use action words as much as possible.  (buttons march, belts circle the waistline, a flaring hemline swings, etc.)

· Tell the biggest problem you encountered in sewing the outfit or what new sewing technique you learned.  Saying you put the sleeve in six times can encourage some of your audience who are less skilled.

· Add some humor or something amusing that happened while sewing.  (In her rush to finish the dress, Karen put the zipper in upside down.)

· If there are two parts to your outfit, such as a coat and a dress, mention the outer layer first.

· Read copy (description of clothes) in fashion magazines.  They are great for fun words and current style descriptions.

· As you complete your commentary, go over it to see where it could be made more cheerful, complimentary and brighter.

· Write your commentary in the “third person.”  Not “I am wearing” but “Sheila is wearing.”

· Read it aloud when completed.  Does it flow smoothly?  Is it interesting?  Is the commentary long enough to allow you to model all parts of your outfit?  Or is it too long and you have to stand on stage while it is still being read?

WHICH IS BETTER AND WHY?
“And here is Mary Jane Smith modeling a red, white, and blue suit.  The cardigan jacket has a round collar, long sleeves, and buttons down the front.  The blue dress underneath has red pockets, a back zipper and features the ever-so-popular A-line silhouette.  Mary Jane accessorized her outfit with navy shoes and purse.”

OR

“It’s the 4th of July for Mary Jane Smith every time she wears this patriotic suit.  The jacket sports shiny star buttons on the bright red wool.  What a great idea!  The scraps from the jacket turn into patch pockets on the military blue dress.  Mary Jane has six years of 4-H sewing and foods projects, but always finds a new challenge.  She made this suit during a thunderstorm, finishing just before the electricity went off.  Can you imagine how great this outfit will be at UCLA where Mary Jane will be a freshman this fall?”

The first example tells us too many things which we can already see.  The second one is more interesting to listen to with its descriptive words and it tells us more about Mary Jane.

Some descriptive terms to consider:
Classic

Easy-care

Must-have for school

Country or city look

Casual

No iron

No-fuss look


Trim and tailored

Quality

Great looking

Update on classic

Easy durability

Relaxed
What fun!

Simple elegance

Up-to-date

Feminine
Very sharp

Silhouette


Soft and flattering

Sporty

Sheer luxury

Bold plaid


Smart pin stripes

Simple

Effortless

Houndstooth


Swish of silk

Terrific
Versatile

Sophisticated


Top stitching details

Showy

Buttonless

Polka dotted


Kaleidoscope of colors

Gorgeous
Elegant

Adaptable


Oversize

Smart

Flirty


Comfortable


One-of-a-kind

Stylish

Modern

Crisp



Designer fashion

Some descriptive color terms:
Bright

Apricot
Peach

Geranium-red

Sky blue

Brilliant
Amber

Lemon

Frosty peach

Flame colored

Vivid

Buff

Scarlet

Tulip red

Saffron colored

Deep

Carnation
Cinnamon
Powder blue

Sweetheart pink

Floral

Crimson
Violet

Tangerine

Florescent

Delicate
Magenta
Brick red
Electric blue

Seafoam green

Bright duo
Midnight
Ivory

Oyster white

Sea blue

Blossoms
Silver

Maroon
Chocolate

Innocent blush

Pearly

Snowy

Wine

Raspberry

Emerald green

Turquoise
Creamy
Chartreuse
Mustard

Daffodil yellow

Teal

Jet black
Royal blue
Navy blue

Forest green
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