GOT CITRUS PROBLEMS?
So you think you have problems with your citrus tree? The good news is - not really!
Sometimes we think that is something wrong with our citrus tree when, in fact, our concerns turn out be something that is quite normal, not unusual, for citrus. Some might even refer to these as “nuisance” or minor problems. These are some of those commonly raised concerns:

FRUIT SPLIT – Navel oranges seem to be the most prone to this situation. 
What happens is that the rind sets a size as it grows to maturity. The tree is put under stress due to lack of water, because of drought, winds or insufficient irrigation. [image: image1.jpg]


 Citrus Fruit Splits
In response, the tree then takes moisture from the flesh of the fruit. When water does come back to the tree, the water will enter the fruit again causing the vesicles to expand to the point that there is no more room in the fleshy part of the fruit and this forces the rind to split. Often this affects only a small number of the total fruit on a tree but does get the attention of the grower. By keeping a good eye on your irrigation schedule, adjusting for climatic events, such as, wind, drought and heat, you will me able to minimize the chance of this happening. Mulching will help to avoid extreme fluctuations in the soil moisture level. If you catch it early enough you can still use the split fruit. If insects have already entered the fruit, remove it and dispose of it. Do not leave the split fruit on the ground under the tree or on the tree as it is likely to encourage disease organisms and pests.

SPORTS or MUTATIONS - “Chimeras”
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These naturally occuring changes in the color of the flesh, rind, leaves or shape of the fruit happen from time to time. In some cases an exciting new variety is found, such as the Cara Cara pink fleshed Navel Orange. At other times the natural hybrid is in no way anything special. These “chimeras”, as they are called, are fun to watch for as your tree may come up with something really different and good. It seems like it is more likely to happen with navel oranges. If the chimera appears in the skin it makes for an interesting visual aspect of the fruit, but if the flesh is of a new or different color, that is potentially a more profound characteristic that may have a favorable economic possibility. 
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FRUIT & FLOWER DROP - A citrus tree can produce over 200,000 blossoms when in bloom. Of those blossoms only about 300 to 400 may set fruit. And even some some of that fruit will fall when the tree “knows” it cannot carry all the fruit to maturity. One inch size fruit usually go on to reach mature size fruit. There is also a common occurrence known as “June Drop” – this can occur any time from May to July. This usually due to some kind of environmental stress on the tree, most often due to abnormally high temperatures. 

RIND REGREENING – When the days are warm/hot and the nights are not cool, the chlorophyll translocates from the leaves to the skin of the fruit. This is more likely to occur with the Valencia Oranges in the summer months. There is nothing wrong with the fruit, it just does not have that usual strong orange color. This situation may make citrus grown in the tropical regions of the world look not attractive, however, it does not affect the eating quality of the fruit.

ALTERNATE YEAR BEARING - It is not uncommon for some varieties of citrus, oranges and mandarins, in particular, to produce a large crop one year followed by a much smaller crop the next season. We can also see the lighter year crop produce unusually large sized fuit. Despite many different methods of attempting to control this condition, nothing has been proven to be really effective, at this time.
JUVENILITY ISSUES – Often the first couple of crops on orange trees are not of the quality that we have grown to expect. The first year can be dry and pithy, the second year juicy but not flavorful and by the third year of bearing fruit you can expect juicy and flavorful fruit. By the fifth to seventh year you should have a good idea of what to expect from then on for every year. Just be patient, your tree will come to maturity with abundant, wonderful fruit. This can also occur with Satsuma mandarins.

CROSS POLLINATION – Cross pollination of one type of citrus tree does not occur with another type in such a way to affect the taste or quality of the fruit. In other words, a lemon growing near a sweet orange will not make the orange sour, nor the lemon sweet. Some people who think that their lemon is too much on the sweet side are likely to have a Meyer lemon which is a natural hybrid cross of citron (lemon), mandarin orange and pummelo [from DNA work done at UC-R] - giving this variety of lemon a milder, less acidic taste. Cross pollination only affects the seeds within the fruit. Also in some mandarins you may get increased seediness in one block of a certain variety when it is cross pollinated by a different mandarin variety growing nearby or in your yard from one tree to another. There are some varieties of citrus that require cross pollination to set a crop of fruit.
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