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How it all started…
University of California

1862: Lincoln signs the Morrill Act creating the 
U.S. Public University System

1887: Hatch Act established Experiment 
Stations to develop "useful and practical 
information...and to promote scientific 
investigations and experiments" 

1897: UC created the Department of Extension 
in Agriculture (renamed in 1913)

1914: Smith-Lever Act provided federal funds 
for cooperative

 

administration of extension 
education by the USDA and the state land grant 
colleges

Presenter
Presentation Notes
1862 — President Lincoln signed three acts: 

the act authorizing a U.S. Department of Agriculture; 

the Homestead Act encouraging settlement of public domain lands;

the Morrill Act establishing “land grant” colleges in each state

1897 — A UC Department of Extension in Agriculture was set up in 1897, which became the Division of Agricultural Extension in 1913.

1914 — Congress passed the Smith-Lever Act, providing federal funds for cooperative administration of extension education by USDA and the state land grant colleges. 

1915 — California state legislature authorized the UC Regents to conduct the Agricultural Extension program. It empowered county boards of supervisors to appropriate and use county funds to support Extension work in cooperation with USDA.

1918 — A cooperative relationship was formed between the University of California and the Orange County Board of Supervisors. In 1990 a Memorandum of Understanding formalized this relationship.



Master Gardener History
• 1972 -

 

Dr. David Gibby, Washington State University Cooperative Extension 
Agent and colleague Dr. Arlen Davison, a WSU Plant Pathologist, were 
overwhelmed with incoming calls from home gardeners

– Established a group of trained volunteers to help and called them Master Gardeners.

• 1980 –

 

first University of California

 
pilot program in Riverside and 
Sacramento counties.

• 1991 –

 

Fresno and Sonoma Counties
launch programs

• 2008 –

 

43 California Counties
have MG programs

• Today –

 

programs in 45 states and 
4 Canadian provinces.



California Master Gardeners
MG Programs serving 43 Counties
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The Master Gardener Volunteer Program

An important outreach and public service 
unit of (DANR). The MG Program 

implements the DANR mission to extend 
research-based information and 
knowledge to the state’s home  

horticulture clientele.



Each County’s Cooperative 
Extension (UCCE) Office is 

supported by
• University of California

• US Department of Agriculture

• County Governments



MG Program Administration
• Each MG program is locally 

administered by UC Cooperative 
Extension (UCCE) in county offices 

• The MG Programs are funded through
– State and County budgets
– Course fees & dues 
– Other special / in-kind funding



Master Gardener Program 
Mission

Master Gardener Volunteers are 
The Go-To-People

For UC research-based home horticulture 
information.

Teaching sustainable gardening practices for 
healthy home and garden.



The Master Gardener Program is 
guided by the core issue of the 
UC Division of Agriculture and 

Natural Resources

Responsibilities of Master 
Gardener Volunteers



Master Gardener 
Responsibilities

• Address the mission of the UC land grant 
system to extend home horticulture 
information 

• Extend UC research-based information or 
that which is approved by UC advisors

• Learn about sustainable horticulture and 
related practices.

• Focus on the DANR Core Issues



ANR Core Issues
• 40 Critical issues identified in 2003

• 21 Chosen as priority during 2005-2007

• 8 Issues adopted

• 3 High priority

• 5 Medium priority



What are the DANR Core Issues that 
Relate to the UC MG Program?

• Promote environmentally responsible and 
sustainable horticultural practices

• Reduce fertilizer and pesticide pollutants
• Protect water quality & quantity
• Waste Management: Compost green-waste 

– To reduce landfill materials and to improve air quality 
by reduced burning of pruning waste

• Soil Quality
• Invasive Species detection & management
• Wildland Fire Protection



Sustainable Use 
of Natural Resources

•Healthy Gardens, 
Healthy Homes 
Program

•Prism Project



Master Gardeners Teach Pest 
Management (IPM)

•Friends & 
Foes 
Program

•IPM Pest 
Cards



Water Quality

Prism ProgramSpeakers’ Bureau 
BMPs for reduced 
pesticide use.



Waste Management

•Mulching & Paving 
with Recycled Tires

•Recycling Signage 
Program 



Soil Quality

“Master Composter 
Program”



Invasive Species

•Diaprepes 
Root Weevil Flyer

• MGs wrote a Brochure: 
“Don’t Plant a Pest “



Wildland
 

Fire

“Living in the Forest”
Defensible space training



Master Gardeners Use 
UC Research-Based Information

UCCE Publications and Websites
http://homeorchard.ucdavis.edu

http://ipm.ucdavis.edu
http://camastergardeners.ucdavis.edu

http://homeorchard.ucdavis.edu/
http://ipm.ucdavis.edu/
http://camastergardeners.ucdavis.edu/


What is a Master Gardener?

• A MG volunteer is trained by and then acts 
as an agent of the University of California 
in extending the university’s home 
horticulture information.

• Master Gardeners work under the 
direction of county based UC Cooperative 
Extension Staff.



How To Become a MG 
Volunteer?

• Complete an application packet, including 
wavier and history of volunteer experience.

• Once accepted, complete the 50-hour-minimum 
training program, pass the open book exam and 
commit to 50 hours of volunteer time over the 
next year.

• To renew annual certification, complete 12 hours 
of Continuing Education and commit to 25 hours 
of volunteer time in that year.



MG Training: Core Subject 
Matter Includes

• Environmentally sound horticulture 
practices

• Plant management practices
• Soil and plant nutrition
• Pest identification and management
• Plant problem diagnosis
• Research resources



The Master Gardener
 Life Cycle

A seed is planted; 
First a sprout, 

Then a stem, and leaf,
and buds come out. 

Buds grow bigger, smelling sweet, 
bees and birds come round to eat. 

Bees and birds help flowers spread 
their new seeds on the garden bed... 

A seed is planted. 
by Helen H. MooreApplication

50 Hours of 
Training

50 Hours of
Volunteer Work

Graduation/certification 

Ongoing
Volunteer Activities

1000 hours
Gold Badge



The “Perennial”
 

Master Gardener

• First Year
– 50 hour (minimum) of volunteer work

• Second year and beyond
– Annual hours

• 25 hours of volunteer work
• 12 hours of education
• Complete your hours 

worksheets 
●

 

annual recertification
• At 1000 hours GOLD BADGEGOLD BADGE



Volunteer Opportunities
• Staff county office phones 

• Staff Plant Clinics/talks

• Lead/Teach seminars/workshops/demonstrations

• Staff information tables at farmers markets, fairs, 
nurseries

• Write newspaper articles

• Collect data for UCCE researchers

• Distribute UC-published information



Volunteer Opportunities
 The Hotline

UC Master Gardeners serve the residents of participating 
counties by disseminating UC scientifically-based 

information on a variety of topics including IPM (Integrated 
Pest Management), plant/gardening issues, and water 

conservation and quality (pollution).



Volunteer Opportunities

• Data 
collection 
for UC 
research

•Demonstrations

•Workshops



Volunteer Opportunities

• Staff information tables at fairs and farmers 
markets

• Planting and pruning demonstrations



Volunteer Venues

Fairgrounds

Arboreta

Braille Institutes



Communications County & 
Statewide

County & Statewide MG Website

Newsletters

Newspaper Articles



Annual Events

County Fairs

Garden Shows

Home & Garden Show



Annual Fall 
Seminars

Annual Events



Educational Opportunities

• Field trips
• Classes
• Lectures
• Regional Trainings
• Workshops



Field Trips

Lotus LandLotus Land

EckeEcke

 

PoinsettiaPoinsettia
Farm TourFarm Tour

Hines Nursery TourHines Nursery Tour



Classes and Lectures

• MG Class lectures
• Garden forums

Pat Welsh

Rosalind Creasy



Social Events

Annual Master
Gardener TourPlant Exchange

Graduation Party



For more information contact the 
Statewide Master Gardener 

Office
 

http://camastergardeners.ucdavis.edu
 camastergardeners@ucdavis.edu

 530 754-6000

http://camastergardeners.ucdavis.edu/
mailto:camastergardeners@ucdavis.edu
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