CITRUS
Some Favorites When Your Space Is Limited For the Homeowner in Southern California 
LEMONS & LIMES
These are the “year round citrus” that you can use on a daily basis, whether squeezed over salads and seafoods/fish or used in desserts or in drinks. Plant them near to the kitchen, so that they are handy to pick and use at a moments notice, day or night. Do not plant more than one of each, is my suggestion.

Meyer Lemon is a great choice for a homeowner lemon. The tree is smaller, compact, heat tolerant and multi-trunked plus it recovers from frost and freeze well. This hybrid cross of citron/lemon, mandarin and pummelo and produces a milder, less acidic fruit that is now finding greater favor with chefs, as it does not overpower whatever it is used with. [Year round]

Variegated Pink Eureka Lemon*¹ is the one if you want a more tart lemon. It is a very attractive tree with white and green leaves plus white and green stripped fruit. The flesh has bits of light pink. The tree also keeps to a small size – 8 to12 feet maximum, unlike the standard Eureka lemon that can easily get out of hand. [Year round]

Bearss Seedless Lime, aka Persian Lime or Tahitian Lime, is the common store lime. It is seedless, juicy with excellent flavor and somewhat cold hardy. [Year round] 

Mexican Lime, aka the Bartender’s Lime or Key Lime, is the perfectly round small lime with seeds but also thorns. Not cold hardy. Look for the thornless variety. [Year round]

Tavares Limequat is a good lime substitute when cold/frost/freeze does not allow you to grow limes. Abundant, juicy fruit with few seeds often plus the rind is sweet and edible.  Snip neck and squeeze. Attractive compact ornamental qualities [Year round]

ORANGES
Washington Navel Orange is the granddaddy of them all. No seeds, an easy peeler and flavorful. Another interesting new navel is Cara Cara Navel with pink fleshed fruit, perhaps sweeter than Washington navel, but the same in all other respects. [Dec.-April] Robertson Navel*² is an early navel by about a month found in Redlands in 1925 as a sport or mutation - smaller tree, big producer & just like Wash. Navel in fruit characteristics. [Nov.-April] Lane Late Navel a spring-summer bearing navel orange. Much like Wash. Navel - no seeds, an easy peeler and flavorful. Also consider Barnfield, another good late navel. [Feb.-June for both]
Valencia is the sweet juice orange with rich flavor that does not peel easily and has seeds. However, there are two new seedless varieties, Midknight and Delta. [March-Aug.]

Smith Red Valencia*³ is a new variety with red fleshed fruit and very few seeds. [Jan.-May]

Blood Oranges – Tarocco is considered the most flavorful with hints of berries and Moro is the “bloodiest”, that is, has the deepest, darkest red color - can be almost purple. [J an.- March]

MANDARINS - TANGERINES  
Seedless Kishu is a golf ball sized fruit that is sweet, without seeds and peels extremely easily. [Oct. to Jan.]

Gold Nugget is another wonderful fruit that is seedless and an easy peeler.  It starts to bear in March and holds well on the tree until August. Its flavor is rich and sweet. [March to Aug.]

Tango is the seedless W. Murcott Afourer. Fruit is high quality, an easy peeler, seedless, juicy, sweet rich flavored - very attractive shiny deep orange skin color. [Late Jan. through April]
GRAPEFRUITS

Star Ruby Grapefruit, is the reddest fleshed one for lovers of red or pink fleshed grapefruit. [Feb.-Aug.]. Requires high heat to produce sweet fruit.

Oroblanco, is really a hybrid cross of pummelo and grapefruit, that is white fleshed, without seeds, very mild and sweet. Melogold is much like its sister, Oroblanco, but not quite as sweet. [Dec.-May]

“Cocktail Grapefruit” - it is not truly a grapefruit, but rather a cross between Frua mandarin and Siamese Sweet pummelo. This is truly a great fruit to juice because it is so sweet and so juicy but has many seeds. [Dec. – March]

Valentine – cross of Siamese Sweet pummelo x (Ruby blood orange x  Dancy mandarin/tangerine) February bearing, “heart shaped” fruit & red fleshed. Tastes great - sweet, distinctive with a complex floral taste, juicy. [Feb.] 

SPECIALTY CITRUS
Nordmann Seedless Nagami Kumquat - finally, a kumquat without seeds with sweet skin and sour flesh.
Actually discovered in 1965 in Florida. [Dec.-June] Australia Finger Lime -“citrus caviar”, has unique juice vesicles that ooze out of the fruit when sliced in half with a lime-like flavor. [Year round]
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

*¹¸ *²¸ *³ - Because these 3 citrus varieties originated here in Southern California as a sport or mutation, they will perform very well here. 
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