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Ann’s Biography for MG

Ann & her husband, Ed, have lived in Riverside since 1971 where they both taught & did research at UCR.  Since Ann’s garden passion revolves around succulents, butterflies (BF) & birds, they converted their barren lot into a drought-tolerant native BF nectar & host plants intermingled with cacti, succulents, vegetables, fruit & nut trees & eight ponds.  After years of hard work they became certified as a Backyard Wildlife Habitat & a Monarch Waystation with over 30 species of BF & 30 species of birds visiting yearly. This past May, 2014, their garden “Butterfly Court” was one of six featured gardens on the Riverside County Regional Medical Center garden tour.

During the last 25 years, Ann has volunteered at the Botanic Gardens where she is now in charge of succulent propagation for the bi-annual plant sales.  Ann became a Master Gardener in 2006 and in 2007 The Friends of UCR Botanic Garden made her an Honorary Friend For Life. 

When Ed & Ann visited Patagonia Butterfly Garden in Arizona in the mid 1990’s a light went off in Ann’s head.  Why not introduce a BF garden into the UCR Botanic Garden? With our dwindling natural habitats, what better way to teach & encourage children & adults alike to consider adding BF friendly plants to their own home landscape.  After years of preparation the UCR Butterfly Garden is now open to visitors.

Ann passes her passion on to others through BF lectures at the Riverside Museum, the Western Municipal Water District Garden, garden groups & elementary school children. 

You may also read, The Butterfly Corner, her quarterly article, in the UCRBG Newsletter, which provides information about BF commonly seen in Southern California.  Even her license plate, “BF LADY”, testifies to her passion!!

