CalNat Assignment ~ Class 1 ~ Chapter 1
California Natural History and the Role of Naturalists

1. California’s Biodiversity:
a. What makes California such a hotspot for biodiversity?
b. What is an endemic species?


2. Biodiversity threats:
a. Specific to California, what are some of the most critical factors driving the losses of biodiversity?

	
3. Ecosystem Services:
a. What are ecosystem services?


4. Traditional Ecological Knowledge (TEK) and being a “naturalist:”
a. How are TEK practices similar and/or different to “western” naturalist practices?
b. What are some local TEK practices that have influenced the landscape of our region of California?


5. Classification of species:
a. What does the Linnaean Classification system tell us about the relationships between organisms?


6. On page 6 of the handbook, there is a box titled “Establishing Local Ecological Literacy: Where are you now?” Please answer the 7 questions to the best of your ability.








Ongoing Evaluation
• What has worked well so far (how did registration process go, was the website helpful, etc)?

• Opportunities for change?

• Anything else?
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