VERTEBRATE PEST CONFERENCE- GUIDELINES
Continuing Education (CE)
The process for seeking approval for continuing education (CE) credit is very important to many attendees who must attend 20 to 40 hours of approved education each license period.  California Department of Pesticide Regulation (CDPR) licensed Pest Control Advisors, Pesticide Applicators and Pest Control Operators approved courses must relate to PESTICIDES, PEST MANAGEMENT, INTEGRATED PEST MANAGEMENT (IPM) or LAWS & REGULATIONS, that are directly related to these subjects.                                                                                                                                

It is imperative that the titles include a reference to these subjects and is accompanied by a statement describing how the topic relates to pest management.  Employees evaluating talks for accreditation may not be familiar with the subject or scientific terminology, and will not hesitate to disapprove a presentation that is not clearly pest control or IPM related, and related to California pests and registered pesticides!  Sometimes the methodology of foreign IPM programs can be related to those used in our state, such as survey & census methods for the pest or damage caused by the pest, and evaluation of program effectiveness.
Applications for CE are currently submitted by PAPA at least 30 days prior to presentations; PAPA coordinates CE approvals with CDPR and several other agencies and organizations.  The VPC CE CHAIR must fully describe the entire program for submission.  The description must include when and where programs are to be given; the title of each speaker’s presentation and how it relates to required subjects; the time it will be presented; the length of the talk; break times; etc., as contained in DPR’S CE 101 Help Manual found at the website noted below.
The CE approval process for off-year workshops is relatively simple as the topic titles are usually self-explanatory or take little explanation of subject matter.
The process for seeking approval along with the appropriate forms and sponsor responsibilities are found in the DPR Continuing CE 101 Education Help Manual at:
 www.cdpr.ca.gov/docs/license/CE101website_2010.pdf
In order to publicize the number of credits to be granted and other particulars, course information should be forwarded to PAPA or CDPR, if the Council seeks approval directly, 3 months prior to the Conference or workshops.  PAPA can be reached by phone at 831-442-3536 or www.papaseminars.com.  Spencer Halsey is our contact : spencer@papaseminars.com .
It is important to note that as a sponsor we must provide sign-in sheets, verify attendance, and maintain sign-in sheets for at least 3 years. It has been proposed that the sponsor also provide a certificate of attendance to each licensee who signs in and attends.  It is not unusual to get emails and phone calls from attendees later in the year, when they are applying for renewal, asking for approval hours and course numbers.  For this reason, it helps to keep a copy of sign-in sheets in your files as well as in the VPC official files in the Business Manager’s office. 
CERTIFIED VECTOR CONTROL TECHNICIANS also need CE credits approved by California Department of Public Health (CDPH), Vector-Borne Disease Section.  In the past, a VPC member who represents CDPH has applied for the appropriate credit; but it is the responsibility of the Continuing Education Chair to supply information and request the CDPH member to make the appropriate contacts and to follow up if needed.  If a VPC does not have a current CDPH member or the member can’t be reached, contact the Certification and Training Coordinator, CDPH, Vector-Borne Disease Section, Sacramento Headquarters at (916) 552-9730. 
For more information go to the CDPH Vector Control Certification and Training Website:
http://www.cdph.ca.gov/certlic/occupations/Pages/VectorControlTechnicianProgram.aspx

OUT-OF-STATE CE HOURS for meetings held within California, can be obtained for conferences and workshops upon request by out of state participants/attendees. The CE Chair will provide program and speaker information, pending availability, to the requestor. The requestor is responsible for any application fees and or submittal procedures.
OUT-OF-STATE CE HOURS for meetings held outside of California, the council should consider submitting for CE approval in the province hosting location for local attendees. If the council elects to seek out of state CE Hours, the CE Chair must obtain application procedure information and submit information in a timely manner along with California CE procedures and timeframes.

PLANNING NOTE: CE Chair must work closely with Program chair to finalize content and speaker information as soon as possible to allow for approval deadlines (> 30 days from meeting). As speaker changes can occur to the very last moment, especially for the conference, the CE Chair must be mindful of deadlines and sometimes has to submit program information in as “finalized as possible” state. The Program Chair/Cmte and CE Chair must work closely to try to minimize sustentative changes in the program after CE approval submittal to preclude possible issues with CDPR.
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