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Why Save Seed  (pros and cons)
	Pros:
To grow plants identical to the parent plant
To grow locally-adapted plants
To preserve heirlooms
To get free seed
	Cons:
Seed crossing
Isolation distances
Seed care
Seed viability

Know your parent plant
	Know whether your plant is a hybrid or an open-pollinated variety
		Seeds saved from open-pollinated varieties will produce plants identical to the parents.
		Heirloom seeds are open-pollinated varieties with a history of being handed down from generation to generation
		A  hybrid is created by crossing two closely-related plants. Neither Mom nor Pop was fantastic, but the cross gives a plant with exceptional qualities that the parents did not possess. The problem is that the seeds from the hybrid revert back to one of the parents or are a scramble of genetic material that is not likely to be very desireable.
		
Plan for Seed-saving:
	Determine how much seed you want to save
	Plant extra plants
	Allow wider spacing than normal so that there is good air circulation which helps retard diseases
Prevent cross-pollination between varieties by planting only one variety in a species, or by allowing only one to go to seed, or by allowing distance between varieties of same species

3 Basic Rules for Seed-Saving
	Let seeds ripen on the plant for as long as possible
	Dry seeds well
	Store seeds in a cool, dark, dry place in sealed containers at 34-41 degrees F

Prevent Inbreeding
	Try to collect flower seeds from at least 6 plants

Seed Collection
	The fruits of some flower species shatter easily or ripen unevenly. They must be hand-picked as they ripen, then spread on screens to dry completely. Among these are columbine, delphiniums, salvias, pansies, petunias, and zinnias.
Almost all flower species produce dry fruit. Therefore, drying and threshing, rubbing and flailing are the predominant methods of extracting the seeds. They should be dried well and stored in sealed containers at 34-41 degrees F.

Storing Seed
	After allowing seeds to dry, place them in small paper bags, small glass jars, or other moisture-proof containers.
	Label with date, species and variety
	Store in a cool, dry, dark location. Do not allow seeds to become moist and warm. They may begin to germinate or become moldy. They may be stored in the kitchen freezer.

Requirements for seed germination
	Moisture
	Temperature
	Oxygen
	Light or darkness

Breaking seed dormancy
	Most flower seeds have no special requirements for successful germination, but some require a period of exposure to cold temperatures (stratification), or scratching of the seed coat (scarification). In some cases, imbibition, or soaking seeds in room-temperature water for 1-2 days, may be all that is necessary to overcome dormancy.
	Stratification is a pre-chilling treatment that simulates what seeds naturally undergo as they rest on, or just beneath, the soil surface during winter. Seeds being stratified must be kept moist throughout the process. The easiest way to stratify seed is simply to plant them outdoors in autumn to undergo winter conditions as nature intended. Imbibed seed can be mixed with moist peat moss or folded into damp paper towels, then placed in plastic bags to be stored at the proper temperature, usually 33-41 degrees F for the proper length of time.
	Scarification treatment is designed to breach the seed coat to allow water and oxygen in. One method involves rubbing the seeds with sandpaper to mimic the scratching that happens to seeds within a bird’s crop.


	
(Follow with slides on Germination Requirements by Species).
