Hummingbirds Module

Hummingbird Facts
[bookmark: _GoBack]Hummingbirds drink from forked tongues that open up in the flower, trap the nectar, then pump it into their mouths through two grooves. While they frequently visit red flowers, hummingbirds will visit all sizes, colors and shapes of flowers — wherever they can get nectar, but hummingbirds do not survive on nectar alone. They’ll pick small insects from flowers, from the air, off leaves, or even off spider webs, sometimes along with the spiders themselves.
https://arboretum.ucdavis.edu/blog/hummingbirds-your-garden

  Hummingbird Facts
Eat several times their weight in nectar daily; For protein, they supplement their sugary diet with small insects; heartbeat slows at night; Body temperature drops to as low as 68 degrees; need fewer calories to keep warm; In the morning, it takes up to an hour to warm up

  Hummingbird Feeders
Providing hummingbird feeders is an easy technique to lure hummingbirds to your garden. However, supplying them with a clean, nutritious food source requires weekly maintenance. Begin with a clean feeder and add a sugary solution that is one part sugar to four parts water. Using honey or a stronger sugar concentration could be harmful or even fatal. Adding red dye to the solution is discouraged; most hummingbird feeders have red parts that will catch the hummingbird’s eye. Feeders need to be taken down to be cleaned and refilled weekly. Wash the feeder with hot, soapy water, and rinse with hot, boiling water. Refill it with a fresh supply of solution, which can be made ahead and stored in the refrigerator. It is important to discard the old solution, as it can ferment into alcohol. If you live in a very hot area, the feeder should be cleaned and solution replaced every 2 to 3 days.     https://anrcatalog.ucanr.edu/pdf/8498.pdf
MORE    SUGAR RESEARCH        https://ucanr.edu/blogs/blogcore/postdetail.cfm?postnum=29560

  Hummingbird Anatomy
Males are the fancy birds. Iridescence requires light to see. Gorget, under chin, often bright in males. 


Anna’s Hummingbird
Year-round resident. Male has red crown and gorget. Early breeder. Extended range, due to wider availability of nectar resources.
Anna’s Hummingbird
Baby Anna’s Hummingbirds in a nest. Note “tapestry” of lichens decorating nest. Placed on outdoor fan on deck outside kitchen window. Perfect viewing!

   Rufous Hummingbird 
Male crown &  gorget: red-orange; Back: brownish-red  flecked in green. Very defensive of feeding territory.  Nests in conifers in spring,

  Black-Chinned Hummingbird
Male with deep purple throat; white spot behind eye. Female has whitish throat, speckled green crown. Attracted to tall trees & flowering shrubs

   Caliope Hummingbird
Smallest bird in North America.Male: Metallic green back and crown, white gorget with purple rays that may show "whiskers”
Female: Green back and crown, white throat with dark streaks, buff sides, white-tipped tail corners.
http://www.hummingbirds.net/calliope.html

   Hummingbird Flowers
Bottlebrush, golden currant, Australian Fuchsia, California Fuchsia, Mexican sunflower!!!

