
Let’s Replace That Lawn!

Presented by the UC Master Gardeners of Placer County



Who Are Master Gardeners?

• Master Gardeners of Placer County

• Extend research-based, sustainable gardening and composting information

• Present accurate, impartial information to home gardeners

• Encourage public to make informed gardening decisions
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• Where to find us…

• Online, in the Media, and Special Publications

• Hotline: Call (530) 889-7388 or submit your questions online

• Website: pcmg.ucanr.org

• Facebook, Twitter, Instagram

• Gold Country Media quarterly column 

• Curious Gardener quarterly newsletter and on our website

• Gardening Guide and Calendar
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Who Are Master Gardeners?
Where to find us…

Workshops, Fairs and Festivals, and Special Events
Speakers by Request 
Workshops (various venues, check website)
Farmers’ Markets (seasonal: Auburn, Roseville)
Fairs and Festivals Booths (varies)
Garden Faire (April)
Mother’s Day Garden Tour (May)



Let’s Talk Sheet 
Mulching or 

Replacing Your Lawn



Also called Lasagna 
Composting

Excellent way to convert 
grassy area to vegetable 
or flower beds. 

Best started in the Fall. 
This is a slow process. 

Plan ahead … make sure 
you have supplies.



Lasagna or Sheet Mulching

• Cut down grasses, weeds, etc. close to ground

• Cover with barrier such as newspaper or cardboard

• Top paper with dried leaves or compost

• Sprinkle with coffee grounds

• Moisten

• Repeat 3-4 times. Pile will compost down in height

• Ready to plant in 3-4 months
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BORING!







Waiting is the hard part!

• Sheet composting is a slow process. There is little or no heat reaction from the 
microorganisms to speed the process along.

• A bed is “finished” and ready for planting when the layers have decomposed to the 
point that the original materials are no longer recognizable, and it looks and smells like 
fresh earth. 











Drip irrigation doesn’t waste water





Photo courtesy of J. Long



Photo courtesy of J. Long



So why Sheet Mulch?

It saves you time doing 
lawncare

It enriches your soil It cuts down on weeds Depending on plant 
selection, it could save 

$$ in water



Let’s Talk Briefly About Bermudagrass



• Above ground shoots are called stolons

• Below the ground shoots are called rhizomes

• It likes moist soil

• Never add to home compost!

• Cover with black polyethylene during summer months

• Clear plastic mulching ( Solarization) also during summer 
months
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Resources:

https://extension.oregonstate.edu/sites/default/files/documents/12281/
sheetmulching.pdf

https://ucanr.edu/sites/WUCOLS/

http://calscape.org

http://ipm.ucanr.edu/PMG/PESTNOTES/pn7453.html

https://planthardiness.ars.usda.gov/PHZMWeb/InteractiveMap.as
px

https://extension.oregonstate.edu/sites/default/files/documents/12281/sheetmulching.pdf
https://ucanr.edu/sites/WUCOLS/
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/PMG/PESTNOTES/pn7453.html






Thank You!

Any Questions?

Master Gardener Hotline: (530) 889-0738

Rotline (530)889-7399

Master Gardener Website: pcmg.ucanr.org
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