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PAC vs. QAC vs. QAL
Private Applicator Certificate (PAC)

Individual who supervises the use of restricted pesticides for purposes of producing an
agricultural commodity on property owned, leased, or rented by them or their employer

Title 3, California Code of Regulations (3 CCR) 6000



PAC vs. QAC vs. QAL
Qualified Applicator Certificate (QAC)

Individual who supervises the use of restricted pesticides on property that is not owned, leased,
or rented by them or their employer

Qualified Applicator Certificate Packet



Who Needs a Qualification?
Anyone involved in training or supervising pesticide handlers and/or fieldworkers
as required by regulation or pesticide product labeling.

California certified commercial applicator (QAL or QAC)
California certified private applicator (PAC)
California licensed Pest Control Advisor (PCA)
California registered Professional Forester

University of California Extension Advisor

Person completed “instructor training” through 
- UC IPM program or DPR

County licensed Agricultural Inspector

Title 3, California Code of Regulations (3 CCR) 6724



What topics do employees need to be 
trained on?
Routes of exposure

Signs & Symptoms of overexposure

Decontamination

Environmental concerns

Safety Data Sheet (SDS) information

How to report pesticide violations

Employee’s rights

etc.

Title 3, California Code of Regulations (3 CCR) 6724

For each pesticide to be used



Employer’s Written Handler Training Program

Title 3, California Code of Regulations (3 CCR) 6724

m



Purpose & Background

To align California with Title 40, Code of Federal Regulations 
(CFR) Part 171 “Certification of Pesticide Applicators”

Federal process began in 2017 to improve competency standards 
for certified applicators 



Key Changes

New commercial applicator fumigation categories
- Alignment of commercial applicators with Federal categories and 
competencies

Expansion of Private Applicator Certificate (PAC) competencies
- New PAC Burrowing Vertebrate Pest Fumigation Certificate 
category/option
- Limitations on fumigant activities within the scope of a PAC

Continuing Education (CE) standards



PAC Renewal Example

If your PAC expires
December 31, 2022
(Last name: I – Q)

CE (Until 90 days after expiration)

or

PAC Renewal Exam
New PAC Initial Exam PAC expires

December 31, 2028

New PAC Initial Exam

PAC expires
December 31, 2025

CE or New PAC Renewal Exam

PAC expires
December 31, 2025

PAC expires
December 31, 2028

LATER

NOW



New private Applicator Burrowing 
Vertebrate Pest Certificate Option
40 CFR Part 171 requires private applicators using fumigants to be 
certified in fumigant use.

- States are allowed to establish private applicator certificate options to

Burrowing Vertebrate Pest Fumigation Certificate Option





Continuing Education (CE) Requirements 
for Private Applicator Certificates (PAC)

Title 3, California Code of Regulations (3 CCR) 6584

PAC Valid at the Time of Renewal Hours
24 – 36 months Minimum 6 hours including minimum 2 hours laws & regs.

12 – 24 months Minimum 4 hours including minimum 2 hours laws & regs.

<12 months Exempt from CE hours



Impacts to Current Use of Sulfur Dioxide (SO2)

Qualified Applicator License (QAL)

or                     Subcategory P (Microbial Pest Control) → Subcategory M (Non-Soil Fumigation) 

Qualified Applicator Certificate (QAC)



Elimination of QAL/QAC Subcategories
Residential, Industrial and Institutional (Category A)
Landscape Maintenance (Category B)
Right-of-Way (Category C)
Plant Agriculture (Category D)
Forest (Category E)
Aquatic (Category F)
Regulatory (Category G)
Seed Treatment (Category H)
Animal Agriculture (Category I)
Demonstration & Research (Category J)
Health Related (Category K)
Wood Preservation (Subcategory L)
Antifouling Paints or Coatings (Subcategory M)
Sewer Line Root Control (Subcategory N)
Field Fumigation (Subcategory O)
Microbial Pest Control (Subcategory P)

Soil Fumigation (Category L)
Non-Soil Fumigation (Category M)



Certification & Training | Additional Resources 

https://www.cdpr.ca.gov/docs/legbills/rulepkgs/22-003/22-003.htm



Certification & Training | Additional Resources 



Certification & Training | Additional Resources 

https://youtu.be/DO4WjgZne6Q









Contact Us!

Alexander Nguyen
Senior Agricultural Inspector

(707) 565-2371

Alex.Nguyen@Sonoma-county.org

mailto:Alex.Nguyen@Sonoma-county.org

