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Barceloux-Tibbesart Foundation Grant

The UCCE Glenn County Master Gardeners re-
ceived a $2,000 grant from the foundation at an
awards ceremony on July 17th. We want to thank
the foundation for the generous gift.

The photo shows all the grant recipients for 2019.
Don Romeri, Bob Scoville and Nancy Mulligan
representing the Master Gardeners.

Managing Plant Pests with Soaps.

The University of Florida Extension Service recently published and article about the use of soaps to
control pests. The article includes an analysis of the use of dish washing soaps. We have all seen arti-
cles and I have had friends and family tell me about using dish soap on plants. It is often described as
a cheap and environmentally safe way to treat pests. Here are the conclusions of the article.

“Insecticidal soap products are chemically similar to other household soaps but are designed for pest
control on plants. While other soaps found in the home may also kill soft-bodied insects and mites,
they are often not as effective and pose greater risk of injury to the plant and environment. Dish soap
products, designed to remove tough grease and oils, may be particularly damaging to a plant’s waxy
cuticle because they contain synthetic detergents and other potentially phototoxic chemicals. Your
dish detergents, other household soaps, and assorted house hold chemicals are neither designed nor
labeled for sue on plants or in pest control., we caution against and do not recommend their use as
such”.

Reference; Borden, M and A Dale. 2019 Managing Plant Pests with Soaps. UF/IFAS # ENY344
The article can be found at this link : https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/in1248
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Keyhole Gardens and Compost.

The Glenn County Master Gardeners were given a keyhole garden container. Keyhole gardens were
first designed in Africa. The keyhole garden consists of a raised bed that has a compost bin located
inside the bed. Materials are added to the compost bin and as the material decomposes it will nourish
the soil and plants around the bin. Penny Pawl a Master Gardener from Napa county recommends
“when you plant a keyhole garden, aim for variety of plants in small groups as opposed to a single
crop. Some vegetables do not do well in this type of situation, such as tomatoes, potatoes, peppers,
eggplant, corn and squash.”

The compost mixture put into the keyhole bin should be the same as you put into any other compost
bin. As areview here are some basic information about composting.

¢ Always add equal amounts of greens and brown material.
¢ Keep the pile moist, such as a wrung out sponge.

¢ Never use pet or human waste, it may contain pathogenic bacteria, viruses and parasites that re-
quire prolonged high temperatures to be destroyed.

¢ Do not use charcoal briquettes—they contain sulfur oxides and other chemicals that are toxic to
soil and plants.

¢ Grass clippings can be used as long as the clippings don’t contain pesticide residue or the seeds of
weeds. Bermuda grass clippings should not be used.

The UCCE Master Gardeners of Nevada and Placer Counties have a lot of information about compost-
ing on their website. Here is a link to their resources.

http://necmg.ucanr.org/Composting Resources/

Compost and Manure and Food Safety

The UCCE of Nevada and Placer Counties has a publica-
tion on the safe use of manure in compost and in gardens.
Manure contains E. coli bacteria and must be properly
treated, to be safely used in gardens. For more infor-
mation the publication can be found at the following link:

https://ucanr.edu/sites/placernevadasmallfarms/
files/135458 pdf

The keyhole planter in the demonstration

garden.
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Master Gardener Business

August meeting on Wednesday the 7th, 1:00 at Orland Office
September meeting on Wednesday the 4th, 1:00 at Orland Office

Xerces Society Monarch Waystation

Update on the Waystation kit. The
Orland High School FFA and Farm
will be partnering with the Master
Gardeners on this project. The school
will plant the milkweed and nectar
plants at the school farm. Thisisa
great opportunity to demonstrate the
life cycle of monarch butterflies to stu-
dents and the public.

At the start of the school year we will
be reaching out to other schools to de-
termine if there is an interest in being
part of the plantings.

Tomatillos in the demo salsa garden.

Excess Produce Update

In Willows, the food bank is open on Tuesday from 1 -
4. Excess produce should be dropped off between 1230
and 1 PM so it can be distributed. They have no way to
store excess produce that is not handed out.

In Orland excess produce can be dropped off at the
Senior Center, 19 St Hwy 32. They are open Monday to
Friday 10—2.

The first tomato in the demo salsa garden
has ripened.



