What is Sudden Oak Death?

Sudden Oak Death (SOD) is a water mold infection caused by the invasive plant pathogen Phytophthora ramorum (photo# 3 and/or 4) . The pathogen has been associated with over 100 known plant species, but it is especially damaging to coast live oak, California black oak, canyon live oak, and tanoak. Tanoak is the most susceptible species and tens of thousands of trees have been killed countywide, raising serious concerns about increased wildfire risk. For more information on how to identify SOD and what to do about it click here. (this will take them to page 3.)
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