What to do about Sudden Oak Death?

Sudden Oak Death Diagnosis

The first step in dealing with Sudden Oak Death is to determine if the symptoms you see are actually caused by the SOD pathogen. The most common indicators are bleeding on oak and tanoak species (photo# 1). The bleeding is a result of cankers found under the bark, and can be observed if the outer bark is removed using a knife or hatchet (photo# 7). As the cankers grow they girdle the trunk eventually killing the tree. Tanoak may also have leaf and twig die-off in addition to bleeding (photo# 6). 

Other species beside tanoak and oak are susceptible to the pathogen. Over 100 species of plants have been associated with SOD, but most only develop leaf and stem lesions and are typically not killed by the pathogen. Affected species include bay trees (photo # 8), redwoods (photo #10), huckleberry, and madrone (photo #11). For a list of other affected species click here. 

http://nature.berkeley.edu/comtf/html/host_plant_lists.html 

Many pathogens have similar symptoms to SOD, and the California Oak Mortality Task Force’s interactive key can help narrow down the range of possibilities. Click here to access the interactive key. However, only a laboratory sample can indicate for sure if the tree is infected with SOD.

http://nature.berkeley.edu/comtf/html/disease_diagnosis.html 

Sampling for Sudden Oak Death

If you’ve followed the interactive guide and think your tree may be infected with SOD, you can bring your sample by the University of California Cooperative Extension or Agricultural Commissioner’s offices for an official conformation. 

Agricultural Commissioner's Office
Sonoma County Agricultural Department
133 Aviation Blvd., Ste. 110
Santa Rosa, CA 95403
707/565-2371 ph 
707/527-3850 fx

Contact: 
Cree Morgan, Agricultural Biologist
cmorgan@sonoma-county.org
Or 

UCCE
133 Aviation Blvd, Suite 109
Santa Rosa, CA 95403
707/565-2621

Contact:

Chris Perry
Sudden Oak Death Coordinator, Sonoma County

cperry@sonoma-county.org
What to do if your trees have SOD?

Chemical Treatments:

Currently there is no cure for SOD; however, chemical treatments with a fungicide called Agri-Fos® (phosphonate) can help protect oak and tanoak trees from getting infected or even suppress disease progression in early infections. Agri-Fos® is currently only approved use on oaks and tanoaks and it is unknown how Agri-Fos® might affect SOD on other species of trees. Click here for more info on Agri-Fos®

http://nature.berkeley.edu/comtf/pdf/Agrifos.Handout.pdf
Tree Removal:

Oaks and tanoaks that have been killed by Sudden Oak Death are not significant sources of the SOD pathogen, and will not increase the disease risk on your property if left in place. Dead trees may need to be removed to reduce wildfire risk or prevent trees from falling on homes. If you choose to remove SOD killed trees, chip and scatter limbs and branches on site (to reduce fire hazard) or they can be used for your personal firewood. While dead trees do not significantly spread they disease in already infected areas, wood should ideally be left on site to minimize the possibility of spreading the pathogen into uninfected areas.

If you choose to remove dead trees yourself please note that the wood in SOD killed trees is weak and tends to break in unpredictable ways. Because of this, removing trees yourself can be dangerous and it is recommended that you consult a professional arborist.   
Click here for a list of California Oak Mortality Task Force recommended arborists to remove trees or apply Agri-Fos®

http://nature.berkeley.edu/comtf/html/sonoma.html 

